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Who are you? Really, how do you understand yourself?  
Even more, how do others describe you and do those perceptions 
change how you see yourself? 

You probably notice that it is easy to categorize and label others by their 
political affiliations, by sports team or what neighborhood they live in. Perhaps 
we even label ourselves this way (I’m a Husker fan!). 

Did you know that the most basic self-understanding – our identity – is 
shaped by all of these questions and those labels that we both give ourselves and 
get from others? Even more, figuring out “who I really am” is one of the most 
important components to having a fulfilled and satisfied life. Some people go 
their entire lives without fully understanding themselves and searching for a 
sense of self. Others are always so comfortable in their own skin. 

The very first words of God focused on identity. Even more, Jesus regularly 
said “I am…” From Jesus we learn that our Christian identity is of immense 
importance to a faithful and happy life. In this series we will look at Jesus’ 
metaphors for his identity in the Gospel of John and how they should shape our 
self-understanding. 

Sadly, our culture has seemingly become less accepting of “others.” So 
powerful are these cultural judgements that some are seemingly living in fear 
of being “labeled.” How do we survive in a world in which so many are so 
judgmental? Would a stronger sense of self strengthen our resolve? Can we find 
fulfillment in life without a strong sense of identity? 

In worship we will reflect on these and other questions. Come worship in 
our newly renovated Worship Center! We are excited to be in such a beautifully 
redesigned space. As we hear Jesus tell us who he is, perhaps we can shape 
ourselves better into his image and find true spiritual joy! 
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Worship Update
In-Person Worship 

Resumes
Weekend Worship
Beginning Oct. 4, we will have three 
in-person worship opportunities: 
8:30, 9:45 and 11am on Sundays. 
Saturday worship is temporarily 
suspended. Worship will continue to 
be livestreamed on Facebook and our 
website at 9:45am. For the health and 
safety of our Sheridan community, 
coffee hospitality and nursery care will 
be temporarily unavailable.

Wednesdays @ the Well Worship
In-person worship will begin Oct. 7, 
and will continue to be livestreamed 
for those who wish to continue 
worshiping from home. At this time, 
the Wednesdays @ the Well meal 
continues to be suspended.

Thank you for remembering that this 
is a new normal and that we are all 
adjusting to the changes that will keep 
everyone safe. 

For more information on 
safety protocol and how faith 
formation is proceeding, see 
pages 4-5.
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If you have a baptism, birth, wedding, sympathy or other milestone 
to share, please call the church office at 402-423-4769. We are 
happy to share your news with our church family in the monthly 
Scroll. Submissions are due by the 15th of the month.

Births 
Emery Liv Parks daughter of Liz & Sean;
Koa Nels Temple son of Payton.

Baptisms
Benjamin Scott Halsted son of Shaylene & Bryan;
Acelyn Jaymes Muller daughter of Kellie & Josh.

With Sympathy
Ashley Dunn on the death of mother Georgia Dunn;
Chad (Amy) Hunt, Ava & Christa on the death of father/

grandfather Robert Hunt;
Dennis Haecker on the death of sister Darlene Meyer;
Shirley Whitney on the death of sister Leona Post.

Annual Congregational Meeting
Sun., Oct. 25; 12:15pm; Worship Center & Online
Come hear our ministry accomplishments and receive an 
update on the financial health of the church. Vote on the 
candidates for Council and other elected positions and 
pass the 2021 budget. Annual Reports are available at the 
Welcome Center or online beginning Oct. 11.

All are welcome to attend the meeting. Members who 
have been confirmed, and who have communed and made 
a financial contribution of record, within the last 12 months, 
are eligible to vote. Please contact the church office by Oct. 
19 for information to attend and participate in the meeting 
online if meeting in-person is not possible for you.

Worship Center Tours
Wed., Sept. 30; 9-10:30am; Thurs., Oct. 1; 9-10:30am;  
OR by special appointment
Sign up: sheridanlutheran.org/tours
Our Worship Center renovations are complete! Pastor Greg 
will be leading tours of the updated space. Tours will take 
place in intervals of 20 minutes. Sign up with the link above.

First Steps for Baptism
Sun., Oct. 25; 11am; Zoom
Class RSVP or information for baptism: 
e.bostrom@sheridanlutheran.org
Baptism is a big event! To help prepare for this special 
time, parents are asked to attend this one hour class that 
teaches about the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, gives you 
an opportunity to meet other families preparing for this 
special day and offers some encouragement for you as 
Christian parents. 

Children’s Ministry Staff Changes
Katelyn Nelson will be leaving her position as Sunday 
PreK & K Children’s Coordinator to be able to devote more 
time to her kindergarten teaching job and spend more time 
with her family. We are so grateful for Katelyn’s faithful 
service and wish her the best. With Katelyn’s departure, 
April Blackledge will take on the role of Sunday PreK & 
K Children’s Coordinator. April is a Special Education 
educator at Lincoln High School and has been on staff at 
Sheridan in the nursery for many years. April will be a 
wonderful addition to the Children’s Ministry Team and 
we look forward to our families having the opportunity to 
work with her. Please join us in thanking Katelyn and in 
welcoming April.
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Church Family Support and News

Weddings
Interested in holding your wedding at Sheridan?  
Visit sheridanlutheran.org/weddings. Contact k.znamenacek@
sheridanlutheran.org for scheduling or other questions. 

Hospital visits
Members of the visitation team make daily calls to offer 
support, encouragement and prayer. Call the church at 402-
423-4769 to be added to the list. Please do not rely on the 
hospital to notify the church. 

For those grieving or planning funerals
Please contact Karen in the church office at 402-423-4769.

Pastoral care
Contact the church office at 402-423-4769 during business 
hours: 8am - 5pm; Monday-Friday. In case of emergencies 
(death of a loved one or if immediate assistance is needed) 
after hours call 402-423-4769 and press option 4.

First Steps to Baptism Class
The First Steps to Baptism Class is typically the last Sunday of the month at 11am online. This class is for those wanting to 
have their children baptized at Sheridan. Please RSVP for the class to e.bostrom@sheridanlutheran.org. You may schedule your 
child’s baptism with the office prior to participating in the class.

http://sheridanlutheran.org
http://sheridanlutheran.org/tours
mailto:e.bostrom%40sheridanlutheran.org?subject=
http://sheridanlutheran.org/weddings
mailto:k.znamenacek%40sheridanlutheran.org?subject=From%20Scroll%3A%20Wedding
mailto:k.znamenacek%40sheridanlutheran.org?subject=From%20Scroll%3A%20Wedding
mailto:e.bostrom%40sheridanlutheran.org?subject=
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August 2020 
Financials:

BUDGETED
General Fund $139,164
INCOME
General Fund $121,534
Mission $15,548.40
Sunday School YTD  $1,269.90
Readiness Fund YTD  $233,287.24 

August 2020 Attendance:
 week wknd wkly
August 2^ 24 818 842
August 9^ 22 930 952
August 16^ 20 936 956
August 23^ 24 1,314 1,338 
August 30^ 31 682 713

2020 average^  936 960
2019 average  1,031 1,071 

^Livestream only

Worship With Us: In-Person Worship Resumes

In-Kind Donations
Clinic with a Heart continually 
needs personal care items such 
as shampoo, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste and body soap. These 
items may be brought to the 
church office or placed in the 
collection bin in the vestibule 
beyond the Chapel. 

Barnabas Community has a 
new collection site at Sheridan. 
Please bring all items for Barnabas 
to the new outdoor collection 
bins by the garage nearest the 70th 
Street parking lot entrance.

Cash donations are always welcome 
and needed to meet immediate needs. 

Safeguarding God’s  
Children: Preventing Child 
Sexual Abuse 
Sat., Oct. 10; 9:30-11:30am; Room 316
Mon., Oct. 12; 6:30-8:30pm; Room 316
Info: k.paisley@sheridanlutheran.org
As a community of faith, we are 
committed to keeping our children 
safe. For more than twelve years, all 
of our staff, council and volunteers 
who work with youth and children 
are participating in Safeguarding 
God’s Children training to protect 
our children from sexual abuse 
and to protect themselves from 
allegations of abuse. Offered several 
times a year at Sheridan, this class 
provides participants with the tools 
to keep children safe. If every adult 
can protect just one child, we will 
forever change one life and if we 
can all change one life, together 

we can make a difference in this 
generation of children. To learn 
more, visit sheridanlutheran.org/
safeguarding.

Directories Are Ready  
for Pick-up
If you had your photo taken for the 
church directory, you can pick up 
your directory in the church office 
from 8am-5pm on weekdays.

Small Group Meetings
Info: k.znamenacek@sheridanlutheran.org
Grace Groups, Circles, and 
Sojourners Groups are beginning 
to meet again. If your group would 
like to use a room in the church for a 
meeting, contact Karen Znamenacek 
about availability.

October 4
“I Am” 

Exodus 3:1-15 

October 11
“I Am the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life” 

John 14:1-6

October 18
“I Am the Bread  

of Life” 

John 6:28-35

October 25
“I Am the Good 

Shepherd” 

 John 10: 11-18

 Weekend Worship Scriptures: I Am
Visit sheridanlutheran.org/worship-schedule for more info about the worship series

November 1
“I Am the Light  
of the World”
John 8:12-14 

November 8
“I Am the True Vine” 

John 15:1-6

November 15
“I Am the Resurrection  

and the Life” 
John 11: 17-27

*Worship is livestreamed on Facebook and sheridanlutheran.org/watch-online

Nursery is temporarily unavailable. We encourage families to utilize  
the Quiet Room if necessary. 

Miss worship? Sermon & special music videos can be watched on 
Sheridan’s Vimeo channel at vimeo.com/sheridanluthlnk. You may also watch 
a condensed version of our weekend worship on Spectrum channel 1302 on 
Thursdays at 7:30pm; Fridays at 12:30pm and Sundays at 11:30am.

Sunday
8:30, 9:45^ & 11am

Wednesday
6pm^

mailto:k.paisley%40sheridanlutheran.org?subject=
http://sheridanlutheran.org/safeguarding
http://sheridanlutheran.org/safeguarding
mailto:k.znamenacek%40sheridanlutheran.org?subject=
http://sheridanlutheran.org/worship-schedule
http://sheridanlutheran.org/watch-online
http://vimeo.com/sheridanluthlnk
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SLC offers educational programs for children 
and adults. For a full listing of programs, visit 
us online at sheridanlutheran.org or call the 
church office.

think about it.

As we prepare to regather, if you are showing any symptoms of illness or have 
been exposed to COVID-19, we ask you to refrain from attending worship 
and any and all Sheridan activities in person. Pews will be marked to ensure 
that social distancing is practiced. Congregating before and after worship is 
discouraged. Coffee hospitality is still suspended. Because the safety of our 
community remains a priority, we ask that all who are worshiping or involved 
with any and all Sheridan activities with us wear a mask at all times. 

Ongoing Adult Groups  
& Bible Studies
• Saturday Men’s Bible Study 

Oct. 10 & 24; 7am; Parking Lot and/or Zoom
Facilitated by Wes Oestreich. 

• GriefShare 
Thursdays; 6:30pm; Zoom

• DivorceCare 
Tuesdays; 6:30pm; Zoom

Sunday Adult Bible Study  
Sundays; 8:30-9:30am; Zoom 
Info: jjohnson@unl.edu  
Join the Sunday morning Bible study 
from 8:30-9:30am on Zoom. No 
knowledge of the Bible is necessary 
and the class moves slowly with 
plenty of time for discussion and 
questions. We are currently studying 
Philippians and learning about 
having joy in difficult times. If you 
are interested in joining this group, 
contact Julie Johnson. 

Women’s Bible Study
Wednesdays; 9:30-11am; Room 646;  
Begins Oct. 7
Info: cheryl.stubbendieck@gmail.com
Cheryl Stubbendieck will be leading 
a Women’s Bible Study doing an 
inductive study—the focus is on 
asking who, what, when, where, why, 
how about the book we’re studying to 
arrive at conclusions about what God 
is saying to us.

Men’s Cancer Support Group
Mon., Oct. 12; 6:30pm; Zoom
The Men’s Cancer Support Group 
is resuming their meetings. This 
group allows men who are currently 
experiencing cancer to share concerns, 
promote hope and receive support 
from each other. 

Lunch Table Theology 
Thurs., Oct. 8 & 22; noon; Zoom 
Register: sheridanlutheran.org/ 
event-registration 
Lunch Table Theology is meeting 
twice a month. We are continuing 
to focus our conversation around 
the meaning and application of the 
second article of the Apostle’s Creed, 
God the Son.

Children’s Faith Formation 
Needs You!
Volunteer training: Sun., Oct. 11, 9:45am; 
Room 316
Volunteer: sheridanlutheran.ivolunteer.org
Info: j.hestermann@sheridanlutheran.org 
Show the children of Sheridan they 
are loved by God with your presence 

and commitment to teach or shepherd 
children’s classes on Sunday mornings 
or Wednesday nights. If you love God 
and children, this is a perfect way 
for you to serve. All volunteers are 
required to attend volunteer training 
each year and Safeguarding God’s 
Children training every three years. 

Save the Dates:  
Fall Learning Academy  
Wednesdays; Nov. 4, 11 & 18 
Sheridan’s Learning Academy on 
Wednesday nights is a great way 
for adults to make a three week 
commitment to grow in faith and 
knowledge. Come and explore a 
topic of learning for three weeks 
alongside our confirmation 
students. Each class is unique in 
its presenter and activities as it is 
in the topic. Stay tuned for class 
details next month.

Safety Protocol for Regathering

http://sheridanlutheran.org
http://sheridanlutheran.org
mailto:jjohnson%40unl.edu?subject=
mailto:cheryl.stubbendieck%40gmail.com?subject=
http://sheridanlutheran.org/event-registration
http://sheridanlutheran.org/event-registration
http://sheridanlutheran.ivolunteer.org
mailto:j.hestermann%40sheridanlutheran.org?subject=
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High School Trip to Roca  
Scary Farm
Sun., Oct. 18; To ride the bus, meet by Door 4 at 
4:30pm or meet us at Roca at 5pm (Campfire 1)  
Cost: $20  |  Register: sheridanlutheran.org/
event-registration  |  Deadline: Wed., Oct. 14
Info: i.hartfield@sheridanlutheran.org 
All high school youth are invited to join 
us for an evening of fun, fellowship 
and frights! Hot dogs, s’mores, and hot 
chocolate will be provided at the campfire. 
Parents, please contact Ian if you are 
willing to drive; you are also welcome to 
join us! If meeting us at Roca, please let 
them know you are with Sheridan.

Save the Date! Lutheran Hip 
Hop Artist AGAPE* in Concert 
(Online) Oct. 21
Wed., Oct. 21; 7:30pm; Facebook
Grab your youth group friends and 
get ready to praise God with music, 
storytelling, and tons of fun! AGAPE* 
has been touring full-time as a musician 
for the last twelve years, performing for 
hundreds of thousands of youth across 
the US, and in eight different countries. 
He has recorded six CDs and performed 
for hundreds of Lutheran congregations 
and several ELCA Youth Gatherings. 
Youth groups from other congregations 
will also be joining us! 

High School Youth Events 
Info: sheridanlutheran.org/high-school 
• Wednesdays
Worship: 6pm; Youth Group: 6:30pm in the 
Great Room starting Oct. 7
• Sundays
Youth Group at 11am; Room 646 or Zoom; 
beginning Oct. 18
• Coffee Hours
Wed., Oct. 7; 2-4pm; Henry Park at 48th & 
Prescott; bring a chair and a beverage and 
meet at the Pavilion
Join Ian once a month for coffee and 
fellowship. Locations will vary  
around Lincoln. 
• Outdoor Movie Night
Wed., Oct. 28; 7-9pm; Gather by Door 4
Dress for the weather and bring a chair!

Christmas Program 
Opportunity for Grade 5
Register: sheridanlutheran.org/ 
christmas-program
Info: j.anderson@sheridanlutheran.org
This year, children in grade 5 who 
wish to participate in their final 
Christmas program can create 
something fun and manageable with 
the final product being a video. We 
will not have an in-person program. 
If you are interested in participating, 
please fill out the Google form via the 
link above by Oct. 11. Rehearsals will 
begin on Sunday mornings at 11am 
starting Nov. 1.

2021 Youth Mission Trip 
Information Meeting
Wed., Oct. 7; 7:30pm; Great Room
Info: i.hartfield@sheridanlutheran.org 
All youth grades 8-12 are welcome to 
attend this life-changing opportunity 
to experience God’s work in Atlanta. 
Parents and youth can attend the 
information meetings to learn more. 
Please wear a mask. 

Confirmation Retreat
Info: sheridanlutheran.org/retreat 
The 2020 Confirmation Retreat will 
take place Sun., Nov. 1 from 1-5pm. 
Check out the link above to let us 
know how your confirmand would 
like to participate.

Children’s Faith Formation

We are excited that Children’s Faith Formation will begin to meet in-person 
again in October. Because your family’s health and safety are important to us, 
there will be a few changes to programming.

Wednesdays @ the Well
Beginning October 7, children (age 3 by July 31 - grade 5) and a parent (or caring 
adult) are invited to attend classes together from 6:30-7:30pm. Families will 
spend time learning together through games, crafts and other hands-on 
activities. Masks are required for children ages 5 and older and encouraged for 
those under 5. All are encouraged to social distance as much as possible.

Sunday mornings
Beginning October 18, children (age 3 by July 31 - grade 5) are invited to attend 
bi-weekly classes at 9:45am. Please indicate “A week” or “B week” on your 
registration. These classes will be separated by age or grade and children will 
remain in their assigned classrooms the entire morning. Children will learn 
Bible stories through games, crafts and other hands-on activities. Everyone will 
be asked to wear masks and encouraged to social distance as much as possible. 
Parents are asked to enter and exit Door 4 to help with hallway traffic. We will 
have more information about other guidelines we will follow in future editions 
of the Children’s News.

Online lessons
Online Bible and music lessons will continue to be offered for families who 
prefer to learn from home. Supply kits for these lessons will be available for 
pick-up at drive-thrus on the first Saturday of each month or in the church 
office the week prior. Lessons will coincide with Sunday morning programming 
and will be available every other week on “A week.”

Register for these programs:  
sheridanlutheran.org/childrens-ministry-registration

http://sheridanlutheran.org/event-registration
http://sheridanlutheran.org/event-registration
mailto:i.hartfield%40sheridanlutheran.org?subject=
http://sheridanlutheran.org/high-school
http://sheridanlutheran.org/christmas-program
http://sheridanlutheran.org/christmas-program
mailto:j.anderson%40sheridanlutheran.org?subject=
mailto:i.hartfield%40sheridanlutheran.org?subject=
http://sheridanlutheran.org/retreat
http://sheridanlutheran.org/event-registration
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Pine Ridge Reconciliation 
Center

Worship, sandwich ministry,  
quilt distribution and morning 
coffee have resumed at Pine Ridge 
Reconciliation Center. A modified 
Kid’s Time ministry continues as well. 
Pictured above is Sunday morning 
outdoor worship. 

We are also collecting games for 
the children of Kid’s Time at Pine 
Ridge Reconciliation Center. Bring 

*NEW* unopened games to  
Sheridan Lutheran Church at your 
earliest convenience. We need games 
like Sorry, UNO, Trouble, Apples 
to Apples and Connect 4 that appeal 
to elementary/middle school age 
children. We need 30 games for the 
30 households at Kid’s Time. We 
will ship the games together from 
Sheridan to the Reconciliation Center. 

Want to stay up to date with 
current happenings at Pine Ridge 
Reconciliation Center? Register 
for their e-newsletter by emailing 
pineridge.center@gmail.com. In your 
email, request to be on the PRRC 
e-newsletter updates. 

Join Our Facebook Groups
Stay connected with Sheridan’s 
missions and outreach ministries  
on Facebook.
• Outreach Ministry
facebook.com/groups/slcserves
This public group allows for story 
sharing and community building.
• Tanzania Scholarship Project
facebook.com/groups/
tanzaniascholarshipproject
This private group allows sponsors to 
connect and share stories and prayers.

Noisy Offering - School 
Scholarships for Tanzania  
and Haiti
We remember our ministry partners 
across the globe who work diligently 
for their education. This month’s Noisy 
Offering benefits school scholarships 
for children in Tanzania and Haiti. 

Haiti Update
Thanks to your generosity, Sheridan 
sent $1,000 to The Haitian Timoun 
Foundation to help with the 
Emergency Food Distribution 
program during the COVID-19 
Pandemic and Hurricane Laura Relief. 

Tanzania Scholarship Project Sponsorship Month

This October we highlight our ongoing ministry of the Tanzania Scholarship 
Project. You see in this article pictures of students who are currently sponsored 
by members and friends of Sheridan. Their faces say it all. They are so thankful 
for our partnership as they achieve their educational goals. For the vast majority 
of these students, school is possible because you sponsor their education. These 
students come from poor families and communities. They are bright, motivated, 
faithful and ready to learn. The only thing holding them back is financial 
resources to help them pay for their schooling. You play an integral part in 
helping these students achieve their dreams and goals for an education. 
To sponsor a student, follow the link below or drop off or mail in your scholarship 
donation to the church office. The cost to sponsor a student is $450, but gifts of 
any size are appreciated and will be combined for scholarships. 

To give to the Tanzania Scholarship Project online, visit: 
sheridanlutheran.org/give

http://sheridanlutheran.org
mailto:pineridge.center%40gmail.com?subject=PRRC%20e-newsletter
http://facebook.com/groups/slcserves
http://facebook.com/groups/tanzaniascholarshipproject
http://facebook.com/groups/tanzaniascholarshipproject
http://sheridanlutheran.org/give
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Wed., Oct. 28; 6:30-7:30pm
This is a drive-thru event for families. Decorated trunks will create a 
designated route through the parking lot. Trunk hosts will hand candy to cars 
as they drive through.

Do you have the gift of hospitality and an interest in hosting a trunk for the 
event? Let us know how you wish to help by signing up by Oct. 21. The number 
of trunks along the route is limited, so don’t delay reserving your spot. All 
trunk hosting participants will be required to wear face masks throughout 
the event. 

Music Opportunities this Fall
Info: m.schmit@sheridanlutheran.org
The Worship Arts staff is excited to 
resume in-person worship! While the 
praise team has continued leading 
online worship, things have looked 
different for this ministry area, too. 
There have been many special music 
solos and duets throughout the 
summer, and we are grateful for that as 
well. However, now that we are back to 
in-person worship, we would also like 
to offer some opportunities this fall and 
winter for small groups or ensembles 
to participate in worship. Because of 
the COVID-19 regulations, we will 
not have any large choir events this 
fall and winter. So, we would love to 
supplement with other opportunities to 
sing and play music. Please let us know 
if you would be interested in being a 
part of a small ensemble or group or 
providing special music in worship.

Worship Hospitality 
Volunteers Needed
Info: sheridanlutheran.org/hospitality
As we prepare to regather for 
worship, we are in need of additional 
help showing hospitality to our 
community of faith. If you are 
available and willing to help, please 
let us know by completing an interest 
form with the link above.

Pen Pal Program
Info: sheridanlutheran.org/penpal
As the pandemic drags on, we find 
so many of our members isolated 
at home or in facilities after six 
months and the wearing of time and 
loneliness takes its toll. 

 If you have even a few minutes 
to invest in sending a weekly card of 
encouragement to someone, please 
let us know of your interest and 
we will match you with another to 

provide mutual support, to just to be 
a church family together in this time 
of need. If you would like to be any 
part of this program or use this as a 

“teaching of compassion” exercise for 
your children, let us know by visiting 
the web page in this article’s heading 
and Cheri Peterson will contact you. 
All are welcome to participate, young 
and old. 

Second Quarter Coffee  
and Conversation
Sun., Oct. 11; noon; Zoom
Join us for a time to catch up and 
have some fellowship and discussion 
of the service. Hop on Zoom directly 
following worship to meet new 
friends or connect with old friends. 
We hope to see you for a few minutes 
to just say hi or for the whole 
discussion! Coffee and Conversation 
will be online-only through the 
month of October.

Second Quarter Service 
Project Opportunity
Sun., Oct. 25; 2pm, Breutzmanns’ House; 
Dress for the weather
Info: sheridanlutheran.org/kits
Info: facebook.com/groups/secondquarter
Join us as we assemble personal care 
kits to donate to Lutheran World 
Relief. Bring donations if possible. 
Follow the “kits” link above to view 
items needed.

Technology & Sound 
Volunteers Needed
Info: j.rechsteiner@sheridanlutheran.org 
Curious about what happens behind 
the scenes in worship? We are 
currently in need of some help with 
audio during services. If you are 
curious or want to learn something 
new, contact Jared Rechsteiner.

Drive-thru Trunk or Treat

mailto:m.schmit%40sheridanlutheran.org?subject=
http://sheridanlutheran.org/hospitality
http://sheridanlutheran.org/penpal
http://sheridanlutheran.org/kits
http://facebook.com/groups/secondquarter
mailto:j.rechsteiner%40sheridanlutheran.org?subject=


Contact us:
Phone: 402-423-4769
Email: info@sheridanlutheran.org
Website: sheridanlutheran.org

Church Leadership:
For a complete staff and council 
listing, please visit our website at 
sheridanlutheran.org.

2020 EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
President: Darin Sperling
Vice President: Brent Luetchens
Secretary: Hilary Wiese
Treasurer: Rachel Ficek

LEADERSHIP STAFF
Senior Pastor: Greg Bouvier
Associate Pastor: Eric Bostrom 
Associate Pastor: Rhonda Bostrom
Associate Pastor: Michelle Oetken
Director of Faith Formation: 
   Julie Hestermann
Director of Business & Finance:  
  Jean Poppert
Director of Worship Arts: 
  Molly Schmit
Director of Ministries: Amy Wagner

Connect with us:
SHERIDAN’S SOCIAL MEDIA

 fb.com/sheridanluthlnk

 @sheridanluthLNK

 @sheridanluthLNK

Find sermons online: 
sheridanlutheran.org/media-
resources/sermon-podcasts

Publication Submissions 
Bulletin submissions are 
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God Sighting: Behind the Scenes of Online Worship 
by Randy Hawthorne

When I was a kid, I 
anxiously awaited 
the fall television 
season. Fall television 
premieres were 
events to me, with 
most shows airing 
the first few weeks 
in September. Nearly 
as soon as I noticed 

the special Fall Preview TV Guide in the mailbox, I was plotting 
which shows would be watched in real time. It mattered because 
I knew some shows would be talked about in school the next day. 
Remember when everything was appointment television?

Fast forward to 2020 where we’re streaming television on 
demand and living in Zoom boxes amid a worldwide pandemic. 
We were all forced to adapt, practically daily. Churches were not 
exempt and were faced with the dilemma of transforming the 
communal experience of worship to something less than, without it 
feeling less than.

I’ve seen a number of churches’ creative attempts at worship, 
drive-thru and parking lot services among them. Many churches 
took to the video screen and most that I have seen online have 
been pre-recorded.

Sheridan’s leadership determined that live, as-close-to-real-life 
worship would be the best direction for our community.

So Jared began recruiting a team of volunteers to run camera, 
lights, sound, visuals and TV production. And that’s when I got the 
nudge to step in and help. There are at least six volunteers needed 
each week. And more humans will be needed when we start our 
hybrid services in our new Worship Center. 

The seemingly unproductive romance with television eventually 
turned into a meaningful decision to go into broadcast journalism 
at the University of Nebraska–Lincoln. However, after graduating 
my life turned to marketing, so my 20th century broadcast skills 
atrophied over time.

I was unequipped for the new millennia. Fortunately, Sheridan 
has Jared. He has the calm demeanor to take on live television and 
the MacGyver skills to ensure the stream gets to your screen each 
week. And he quickly got me up to speed and soon I was nervously 
producing the show with some amazing and supportive volunteers 
and staff.

While I appreciate the pre-recorded services, the live worship 
makes the Sheridan experience special to me. I believe it keeps our 
community strong by giving us that sense of being together in the 
exact time, even if we’re apart. Keeping an appointment with my 
Sheridan family each week has been an important aspect of 2020.

Volunteers and staff help produce Sunday morning worship
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