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We introduce three new Readiness Fund projects to begin 2021. 
We are very excited about each endeavor!

Our mission support will go to the Pine Ridge Reconciliation 
Center (PRRC), an ELCA ministry located on Pine Ridge Indian Reservation 
in Pine Ridge, South Dakota. PRRC serves to foster mutual trust, respect and 
understanding, while addressing the deep poverty that exists on the reservation. 
Sheridan has committed to giving $15,000 to PRRC in order to make capital 
improvements. The plan is to eventually travel there, as both spiritual partners 
and workers. PRRC is recognized as a mission of the South Dakota Synod.

Pastor Dan Johnson leads the ministry as the Executive Director at PRRC. 
PRRC is dedicated to being a beacon of light in the community. Each weekday, 
PRRC distributes coffee, sandwiches, hygiene kits and quilts. Kid’s Time, led 
by staff member Nicolas, provides a safe and healthy place for children to be in 
community after school. The Lutheran Lakota Job Corps at the Center offers job 
skills training to the unemployed on the reservation. Through the leadership 
of staff member Lindsey, PRRC also hosts groups for cultural immersion 
experiences. Ministry at PRRC continues with modifications during these 
COVID times.

Our renovation project will be with the landscaping of our Sheridan campus. 
Much of the original landscaping has either died or overgrown the space for 
which it was planted. Still, other areas need new landscaping. Working with 
landscape architects from Clarke Enersen Partners in Lincoln will yield a 
complete landscape plan, which we will fund over the course of years. Our initial 
commitment to getting things started will be $50,000 from the Readiness Fund.
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Readiness Fund
 Missions Project: 

Pine Ridge  
Reconciliation Center

Through your above and beyond 
giving to the Readiness Fund, our 
mission partner recipient is Pine Ridge 
Reconciliation Center. PRRC’s outreach 
has expanded over the years and more 
meeting space is needed to 
accommodate God’s work. Through a 
historic and ongoing partnership in 
ministry with the Presbyterian church 
just across the parking lot from PRRC, 
the space needs can be accommodated. 
Your gifts to the Readiness Fund will 
help fund much-needed upgrades to 
the Presbyterian church. These 
upgrades involve installing a working 
restroom in the church and updating 
the kitchen for the Kid’s Time meals.

As post-COVID times are on the 
horizon, PRRC needs to update the 
guest rooms at the retreat center. Your 
offerings will also help provide new 
floors, updated paint and new 
mattresses. 

All of these updates will be 
accomplished by the Lutheran Lakota 
Job Corps, an employment ministry that 
hires local workers in Pine Ridge and is 
managed by PRRC. 

Visit pineridgereconciliationcenter.org 
to learn more about the ministry of 
Pine Ridge Reconciliation Center.

mailto:pineridgereconciliationcenter.org?subject=
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If you have a baptism, birth, wedding, sympathy or other milestone 
to share, please call the church office at 402-423-4769. We are happy 
to share your news with our church family in the monthly Scroll. 
Submissions are due by the 15th of the month.

Births
Cameron Lawrence Schammert son of Kym and Bill.

With Sympathy
Mark (Cindy) Bartholomew, Erin (Lars van der Lubben) 

Bartholomew, Kaci (Jacob) Korinek, Tyler
(Nicole) Pratt, Shayna Pratt, Madi Pratt families on the 
death of father/grandfather Ronald Bartholomew;

Erin (Chris) Schroeder family on the death of grandfather 
Dale Bettenhausen;

Brian (Heather) Burback family on the death of father/
grandfather Robert Burback;

Judy Olson, Deb Payne on the death of brother Jack Gilliam;
Karen (Greg) Znamenacek, Scott Cole, Brian Cole,  

Nancy Salmonson on the death of father/grandfather 
Don Salmonson;

Evan (Abbey) Schmeits on the death of mother  
Janie Schmeits;

Kathy (Russell) Pahre, Seth (Helen) Pahre, Hannah Pahre 
and Cody Pahre on the death of father/grandfather 
Marvin Wiens.

Away for the Winter?
Contact: b.carpenter@sheridanlutheran.org
If you plan to be away from Lincoln for several months 
during the winter, please provide the church with your 
temporary address to enable us to send mail directly to you.

 

Holy Week Reenactment
Info: d.dames@sheridanlutheran.org
Sheridan’s Drama Ministry plans to again share dramas 
and reenact the last days of Jesus’ life during Lent and 
Holy Week. Things may look different this year as we 
work to maintain the safety of all involved. All those 
interested in speaking and non-speaking roles, props, 
costumes or makeup are welcome to be a part of this 
exciting ministry. Please contact Diane Dames, Drama 
Coordinator, by Jan. 31.

Wedding Coordinators Needed
Info: k.znamenacek@sheridanlutheran.org
Love weddings? Interested in a fun job, no experience 
needed? Contact Karen about being a Wedding 
Coordinator for a few weddings a year. We’ll teach you 
what you need to know.

Worship Hospitality Volunteers Needed
Info: sheridanlutheran.org/hospitality
As we prepare to regather for worship, we are in need of 
additional help showing hospitality to our community of 
faith. If you are available and willing to help, please let us 
know by completing an interest form with the link above.

New Member Workshop
Info: sheridanlutheran.org/newmembers
If you are interested in being received into membership 
at Sheridan this winter, please complete new member 
information online and schedule a time to meet with 
Kathy Paisley. Once you complete the online portion, 
Kathy will contact you to set up a time to meet either via 
Zoom or in person.
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Church Family Support and News

Weddings
Interested in holding your wedding at Sheridan?  
Visit sheridanlutheran.org/weddings Contact k.znamenacek@
sheridanlutheran.org for scheduling or other questions. 

Hospital visits
Members of the visitation team make daily visits to Lincoln 
area hospitals to offer support, encouragement and prayer. 
Call the church at 402-423-4769 to schedule a visit. Please 
do not rely on the hospital to notify the church. 

For those grieving or planning funerals
Please contact Karen in the church office at 402-423-4769.

Pastoral care
Contact the church office at 402-423-4769 during business 
hours: 8am - 5pm; Monday-Friday. In case of emergencies 
(death of a loved one or if immediate assistance is needed) 
after hours call 402-423-4769 and press option 4.

First Steps Baptism Class
The First Steps to Baptism Class is typically the last Sunday of the month at 11am online. This class is for those wanting to 
have their children baptized at Sheridan. Please RSVP for the class to e.bostrom@sheridanlutheran.org. You may schedule your 
child’s baptism with the office prior to participating in the class.

http://sheridanlutheran.org
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December 2020 
Financials:

BUDGETED
General Fund $274,166
INCOME
General Fund $257,762
Mission $94,555.43*
Sunday School YTD $1,890.58
Readiness Fund YTD  $291,368.86

*includes Magnificent Gifts giving 

December 2020 Attendance:
 week wknd wkly
December 6^ 278 966 1,244
December 13^ 247 881 1,128
December 20^ 148 1,080 1,228
December 27 1,411* 770 2,181

2020 average  924 1,445
2019 average  1,009 2,014

^Livestream only
*includes Christmas Eve

 

Ash Wednesday & Midweek Lenten Worship
Ash Wednesday Worship with Ashes and Holy Communion 

February 17 | Noon, 6pm* & 7:30pm 
*Livestream available 

Individual Ash imposition and Communion will be available all day in the Worship Center. 
There are no education classes on Ash Wednesday.

Wednesdays in Lent
February 24, March 3, 10, 17, 24 

Worship: 6pm | Faith Formation: 6:45-7:30pm
Wednesday worship continues to be livestreamed.

Our capital improvement project will be with our Worship Center sound 
system. The life cycle for most tech is usually less than ten years. Our 
soundboard is approaching 15 years of age and the majority of our microphones 
are older than that. This, along with the introduction of streaming worship 
online, has exposed our need for newer equipment. The list of needs is long, but 
$50,000 from the Readiness Fund will get the process started.

The Readiness Fund began in 2012 when the church became debt-free. It is our 
“above and beyond” fund which empowers the church to do great things. We 
always have three emphases: mission, renovation and capital improvement. The 
apostle Paul writes, “For if the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable to what 
one has.” (2 Cor 8:12) “Eagerness” has also been translated as “readiness.” When 
your heart is ready, the gift will be right. Are you ready? We are! 

Worship With Us: In-Person Worship Resumes

In-Kind Donations
Clinic with a Heart continually 
needs personal care items such 
as shampoo, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste and body soap. These 
items may be brought to the 
church office or placed in the 
collection bin in the vestibule 
beyond the Chapel. 

Barnabas Community  
Please bring all items for Barnabas 
to the outdoor collection bins by 
the garage nearest the 70th Street 
parking lot entrance.

Cash donations are always welcome 
and needed to meet immediate needs.

^Worship is livestreamed on Facebook and sheridanlutheran.org/watch-online

Nursery is temporarily unavailable. We encourage families to utilize  
the Quiet Room if necessary. 

Miss worship? Sermon & special music videos can be watched on 
Sheridan’s Vimeo channel at vimeo.com/sheridanluthlnk. You may also watch 
a condensed version of our weekend worship on Spectrum channel 1302 on 
Thursdays at 7:30pm; Fridays at 12:30pm and Sundays at 11:30am.

Sunday
8:30, 9:45^ & 11am

Wednesday
6pm^

Worship Update: In-Person Worship Resumes
At the recommendation of our congregational elected leaders, Sheridan will 
regather for Sunday-only worship beginning January 31. Wednesdays @ the 
Well worship will regather for in-person worship on Ash Wednesday, February 
17. Sheridan will continue to offer our Livestream worship opportunities 
at 9:45am on Sundays and 6pm on Wednesdays. Children's Sunday Faith 
Formation will resume their A/B schedule on February 7. In-person Wednesday 
Faith Formation will resume on February 24. Watch for future ministry-specific 
emails for individual ministry and activity schedules.

church life at SLC | page 3
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think about it.

Wednesdays, Feb. 24-March 24; 7-8pm; Zoom
Lent is a time of preparation for the cross and resurrection of Jesus. So, to help 
prepare your heart and soul to die with Christ and be raised to new life with 
Christ, we are leading classes for you to experience practices that will quiet your 
heart, attune your soul and open your spirit to resurrection life. Classes will be on 
Zoom and materials for the spiritual practices will be available for pick up in the 
office before the first class.

Register for Lenten Spiritual Practices by Feb. 18:  
sheridanlutheran.org/event-registration

Grow Spiritually: Lenten Spiritual Practices

Lunch Table Theology 
Thursdays, Feb. 11 & 25; noon; Zoom 
Register: sheridanlutheran.org/ 
event-registration 
This is like confirmation for adults. 
We talk through the meaning of the 10 
Commandments, the Apostles Creed, 
and the Lord’s Prayer. In February 
we focus our conversation around 
the phrase in the Lord’s Prayer, “And 
forgive us our trespasses.”

Bible Project Study
Saturdays; 10-11:30am; Zoom 
Register: sheridanlutheran.org/ 
event-registration 
The Bible Project provides a 
wonderful weekly small group Bible 
study called Church at Home.  
You can find it at bibleproject.com/
church-at-home. The study, taught by  
 

Pastor Eric, covers broad topics in 
the Bible like spirit, holiness, and the 
character of God. 

Sunday Adult Bible Study
Sundays; 8:30-9:30am; Zoom 
Info: jjohnson1@unl.edu 
Are you looking for a Bible study that 
you can attend in the comfort of your 
own home? The Sunday Morning 
Bible Study goes from 8:30–9:30am 
on Zoom. There is plenty of time after 
the class to watch online worship. No 
knowledge of the Bible is necessary 
for the Bible study. The class moves 
slowly with time for discussion 
and questions. The current study is 
on Philippians and learning about 
having joy in difficult times. If you 
are interested in joining this group, 
contact the facilitator, Julie Johnson.

SLC offers educational programs for children 
and adults. For a full listing of programs, visit 
us online at sheridanlutheran.org or call the 
church office.

Ongoing Adult Groups  
& Bible Studies
• Saturday Men’s Bible Study 

Feb. 13 & 27; 7am; Zoom
 Facilitated by Wes Oestreich.
• Sunday Adult Bible Study
  Sundays; 8:30-9:30am; Zoom
 Facilitated by Julie Johnson.
• Men's Cancer support Group
  Feb. 8; 6:30pm; Zoom
 Facilitated by Don Belau.
• GriefShare 

 Thursdays; 6:30pm; Zoom
  Facilitated by Carol Petersen.
• DivorceCare
  Tuesdays; 6:30pm; Zoom  
 Facilitated by Samantha Nelson.

Men’s Cancer Support Group
Mon., Feb. 8; 6:30pm; Zoom 
Register: sheridanlutheran.org/ 
event-registration 
The Men’s Cancer Support Group 
allows men who are experiencing 
or have experienced cancer to share 
concerns, promote hope, and receive 
support from each other. We talk 
about how to help spouses, children, 
and others within the family who 
are experiencing cancer or who have 
lost a loved one to cancer. Sign up to 
receive the Zoom link.

http://sheridanlutheran.org
http://sheridanlutheran.org/event-registration
http://sheridanlutheran.org/event-registration
http://sheridanlutheran.org/event-registration
http://sheridanlutheran.org/event-registration
http://sheridanlutheran.org/event-registration
mailto:jjohnson1%40unl.edu?subject=Sunday%20Bible%20Study
http://sheridanlutheran.org
http://sheridanlutheran.org/event-registration
http://sheridanlutheran.org/event-registration
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Children's Faith Formation life’s ups and downs! The week will 
be filled with incredible Bible-learning 
experiences that will help faith flow into 
real life through crafts, storytelling, games 
and more. We’d love to have you join us 
for the best week of the summer! 

Enrollment numbers will be limited 
this year due to COVID-19 restrictions. 
Please register early to make sure your 
child can attend, as enrollment will be 
shut off once we reach capacity.

High School Youth Mission  
Trip–Deadline Extended!
Register: sheridanlutheran.org/atlanta2021
This mountain top service-learning and 
fellowship experience is open to all 
students currently in grades 8-12. Our 
group will develop relationships with the 
community near Atlanta by serving with 
rural and urban service organizations. 
The registration deadline has been 
extended to March 1.

High School Youth Events 
Info: sheridanlutheran.org/high-school 
• Wednesdays (starting Feb. 24)
Worship: 6pm; Youth Group: 6:45pm in the 
Great Room
A community gathers for group building 
games, faith formation, high-energy 
activites and more! We invite youth to sit 
together in worship.
• Sundays (Starting Jan. 31)
Youth Group at 11am in Room 646; will not 
meet Feb. 7 due to the Soup-tacular 
Faith formation and small group 
conversation centered on relevant topics, 
current events and scripture.
• Coffee Hours
Wed., Feb. 3; 2:30-4:30pm; Scooters off 84th  
and Van Dorn; please wear a mask
Join Ian on the first Wednesday of 
each month for coffee and fellowship. 
Locations vary around Lincoln. 
• New! Sunday Night Live
Sun., Feb. 21; 7-8pm; Great Room
Join us once a month this spring on 
Sunday evenings for a mix of group 
games, learning, small group discussions, 
worship music, and prayer. 

Stepping Stones Workshops
Info: sheridanlutheran.org/faith- 
stepping-stones 
Faith Stepping Stone workshops 
provide a way for Sheridan to 
partner with families and caring 
adults in bringing children up in the 
Christian faith. These workshops are 
designed for parents and children to 
do together and include a keepsake 
craft. Registration is required so 
supply kits can be prepared and the 
workshop video link can be sent 
to you. We ask families to submit 
photos of their children holding 
their completed keepsake crafts 
to photos@sheridanlutheran.org to 
be shown in worship the weekend 
following the workshop.
 
 

Online Faith Stepping Stone 
Workshops in february:
• Ten Commandments (2nd Grade):  

Sun., Feb. 7; Register by Jan. 29 
Keepsake: Mezuzah

• Baptized for Life (4th Grade):  
Sun., Feb. 21; Register by Feb. 12 
Keepsake: Baptismal banner 

Rocky Railway Vacation  
Bible School
Mon.-Fri., June 14-18, 9-11am OR 3-5pm 
Registration opens March 14 at 
sheridanlutheran.org/vbs
Climb aboard for mountains of fun at 
Rocky Railway Vacation Bible School! 
VBS is a special, high energy week in 
the summer specifically designed for 
children, age 4 – grade 6. At Rocky 
Railway VBS children will discover 
that trusting Jesus pulls them through 

We are excited that Children’s Faith Formation will begin to meet in-person 
again in February. 

Sunday mornings
Beginning February 7, children (age 3 by July 31, 2020 - grade 5) are invited to 
attend bi-weekly classes at 9:45am. Please indicate “A week” or “B week” on 
your registration. These classes will be separated by age or grade and children 
will remain in their assigned classrooms the entire morning. Children will learn 
Bible stories through games, crafts and other hands-on activities. Everyone will 
be asked to wear masks and encouraged to social distance as much as possible.

Wednesdays @ the Well
Beginning February 24, children (age 3 by July 31, 2020 - grade 5) and a parent 
(or caring adult) are invited to attend one two-week Lenten workshop. Sessions 
will be offered on February 24 & March 3 OR March 17 & 24. Classes will take 
place from 6:45-7:30pm. Families will spend time learning together through 
games, crafts and other hands-on activities. Sessions will be limited to eight 
families. Masks are required for children ages 5 and older and encouraged for 
those under 5. All are encouraged to social distance as much as possible. 

Online lessons
Online Bible and music lessons will continue to be offered for families who 
prefer to learn from home. Supply kits for these lessons will be available 
for pick-up in the church office. Lessons will coincide with Sunday morning 
programming and will be available every other week on “A week.”

Register for these programs:  
sheridanlutheran.org/childrens-ministry-registration

http://sheridanlutheran.org/atlanta2021
http://sheridanlutheran.org/high-school
http://sheridanlutheran.org/faith-stepping-stones
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Letter from a Tanzania Scholarship Student

page 6 | missions and outreach

Magnificent Gifts Update
Because of your generosity toward 
Magnificent Gifts, $30,571.04 was 
given in December to benefit 
Barnabas Community and Pine Ridge 
Reconciliation Center. Thank you for 
these special Christmas gifts, many 
made in honor of our tradition of the 
white envelope giving. 

Christmas Party in Haiti

Thank you for your generous offerings 
and support for our Haiti ministry 
in 2020. Because of your generosity, 
we helped provide a wonderful 
Christmas party for the children of 
Living Faith Scholarships and Rejoice 
School. Children spent the afternoon 
enjoying a big lunch, playing games, 
meeting Santa Claus and receiving a 
gift. It was a very special afternoon! 

Living Faith 
Scholarships 
help students 
achieve their 
high school 
diploma. These 
children will 
be the first in 
their family 
to graduate 
from high school. 
Rejoice School 
students are currently domestic 
servants for families that are not their 
own. These students are allowed to 
come to school once a week, or more, 
as they are allowed. 

These children, with their special 
circumstances, were able to have a 
special Christmas celebration!

Noisy Offering – Pine Ridge 
Reconciliation Center
Pine Ridge Reconciliation Center 
serves in the town of Pine Ridge, SD, 
on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. 
Pine Ridge serves as a retreat center 
for guests, a children and youth 
outreach center, and provides quilts, 
hygiene kits and meals to members of 
the community who are in need. This 
month’s Noisy Offering benefits the 
work of PRRC. 

Donation Bins: Hygiene Kits
We are collecting hygiene kits for 
our local ministry partners. Place 
in a one gallon re-sealable bag: two 
washcloths, two bars of soap, two 
toothbrushes, one full size toothpaste, 
one full size deodorant and one wide 
tooth comb. Please place any of the 
above items in the Donation Bins 
during the month of February.

The following is an excerpt from a letter written to our congregation. This 
student was sponsored by our Magnificent Gifts initiative in 2019. You are giving 
this girl, Happy, a chance to further her education.

Dear Sheridan Lutheran Church,

I hope you all are fine. I am thanking God that I am doing well together 
with my family. Here in Tanzania we are enjoying hot weather together with 
strong winds. Therefore due to that, I always make sure I cover up with pullovers 
at night. But during the afternoon, since the weather is too hot, I love to share 
soft drinks and juices with my fellow students [at] the “School Stop.”

School has started here since June 29th. Here in Tanzania, the government 
played a vital role to reduce the transmission of the pandemic Covid. We 
students are moving along with our studies. In my school, also much precautions 
are taken against the spread of the virus with washing hands and wearing 
masks.

I am taking [the] subjects of History, Geography, English, Kiswahili, Civics 
and Bible Knowledge. The subject(s) difficult to me is Mathematics. My friend is 
Winifred. We always sing in choir together and we pray to God that we achieve 
our goal [in school]. 

I ask you to pray for me while doing exams and while [I await] results, so 
that you may be proud of me. 

Yours sincerely, 
Happy

Drawings from Happy's letter

Students meeting Santa at their party

Food from the party

http://sheridanlutheran.org
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interested in using a Thrivent Action 
Team at Sheridan, please contact Amy 
Wagner, Director of Ministries at 
a.wagner@sheridanlutheran.org.

First Steps for Baptism
Sun., Feb. 28; 11am; Zoom
Class RSVP or information for baptism: 
e.bostrom@sheridanlutheran.org
Baptism is a big event! To help prepare 
for this special time, parents are asked 
to attend this one hour class that teaches 
about the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, 
gives you an opportunity to meet other 
families preparing for this special day 
and offers some encouragement for you 
as Christian parents.

Music Opportunities
Info: m.schmit@sheridanlutheran.org
We would like to offer some 
opportunities for small groups or 
ensembles to participate in worship 
this winter. Because of the COVID-19 
regulations, we will not have any large 
choir events. Contact Molly Schmit if 
you are interested. 

Council Updates
Rachel Ficek resigned unexpectedly 
from Council at the end of December. 
Nominations Board Chair, Jeanne 
McClure, worked with Pastor Greg to 
suggest Holly Klink to fulfill the two 
years left on Rachel's term. The Council 
unanimously approved.

Holly is a Senior Scientist with Zoetis. 
She is married to Kevin, Director of 
Laboratories at AgSource, and together 
they have children Anistyn (14) and twins 
Taryn and Avery (10). They have been 
members of Sheridan since 2006. Holly 
has helped with a Wednesdays @ the Well 
serving team, Sunday Children's Faith 
Formation, VBS and the Barnabas store. 

Because Rachel was an officer, 
a revised slate of officers was also 
approved: President, Darin Sperling, 
Vice-President, Brent Luetchens, 
Treasurer, Susan Robak and Secretary, 
Preston Afrank. 

Sun., Feb. 7; 10:30am-12:30pm; Family Life Center ("to-go" pick-up) and Door 1  
(curbside pick-up) | Reserve your meal(s): sheridanlutheran.org/event-registration

Souper Bowl of Caring and the annual Soup-tacular are back! Celebrate the big 
game and help to support Sherian's hunger ministries with a bowl of our recent 
winning Soup-tacular soup and chili recipes. This year's event is hosted by our 
high school youth, but all proceeds will benefit our hunger ministries.

Support these great ministries by ordering a to-go meal for $5/meal or giving 
online today. You may also stop by the church to drop off your offering in the soup 
pots on the day of the event.

The soup and chili options include:
• 2020 Soup winner: Hungarian Mushroom
• 2020 Chili winner: Blackledge Chili (not spicy)
• 2019 Soup winner: Wild Rice & Cheese soup (not vegetarian)

Attention Thrivent  
Members: Choice Dollars  
and Action Teams
Info: thrivent.com
• Choice Dollars
Some Thrivent members have 
Thrivent Choice Dollars from 2020 
to designate to ministries of their 
choice by March 31. We would love 
it if you would designate to Sheridan 
Lutheran Church. At Sheridan, 
Thrivent Choice Dollars help to 
support the baptism ministry, 
retreat scholarships, confirmation 
gifts, camperships, mission trip 
scholarships, meal ministry and 
much more.

To designate your Choice Dollars, 
log into your Thrivent account 
online. Once you log in you should 
be prompted to designate your 
Choice Dollars. Thank you for your 
continued support and prayers for 
this ministry.
• Action Teams
Each Thrivent benefit member has 
access to up to $250 dollars of seed 
money to lead a volunteer team 
in a fundraiser, service activity or 
educational event to mobilize your 
passion. Many ministries at Sheridan 
and beyond use these opportunities 
to further the impact by helping to 
lower associated costs. If you are 

Souper Bowl of Caring with To Go Soup-tacular

mailto:a.wagner%40sheridanlutheran.org?subject=
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http://thrivent.com


Contact us:
Phone: 402-423-4769
Email: info@sheridanlutheran.org
Website: sheridanlutheran.org

Church Leadership:
For a complete staff and council 
listing, please visit our website at 
sheridanlutheran.org.

2021 EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
President: Darin Sperling
Vice President: Brent Luetchens
Secretary: Preston Afrank
Treasurer: Susan Robak

LEADERSHIP STAFF
Senior Pastor: Greg Bouvier
Associate Pastor: Eric Bostrom 
Associate Pastor: Rhonda Bostrom
Associate Pastor: Michelle Oetken
Director of Faith Formation: 
   Julie Hestermann
Director of Business & Finance:  
  Jean Poppert
Director of Worship Arts: 
  Molly Schmit
Director of Ministries: Amy Wagner

Connect with us:
SHERIDAN’S SOCIAL MEDIA

 fb.com/sheridanluthlnk

 @sheridanluthLNK

 @sheridanluthLNK

Find sermons online: 
sheridanlutheran.org/media-
resources/sermon-podcasts

Publication Submissions 
Bulletin submissions are 
due each Tuesday at 5pm. 
Please email submissions to 
Genny Straube at g.straube@
sheridanlutheran.org.

Scroll deadline is the first Monday 
of the month 5pm. Please email 
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Grace Group Gratitude
by Julie Hestermann, Director of Faith Formation

The pandemic has changed 
many things in our day-to-day 
lives, including how we work, 
worship and interact with each 
other. In the midst of so much 
change, Grace Groups have been a 
constant for many. Grace Groups 
are made up of four people 
that commit to meet at least 
twice a month for one year, to 
intentionally build relationships 
and discipleship. Sheridan 
currently has 18 Grace Groups, 
including one new group that was 
formed and began meeting during 
the pandemic. 

Sheridan member, Mickey 
Tuttle, resolved to begin a new 

Grace Group when she retired. She is grateful her group was able to 
be formed during the pandemic and feels they have grown a lot in just 
four Zoom meetings. The consensus of the Tuttle Grace Group is that 
even though they had to overcome challenges to begin meeting during 
such a trying time, they are grateful they started. Their group has 
allowed them to safely meet new people, to grow deeper in their faith 
through study and to support and encourage each other. 

Many Grace Groups who have been together for longer periods 
of time are also persevering to find ways to meet and grow during 
the pandemic. Jody Simeck has been meeting with her Grace Group 
for eight years. She shared that her Grace Group has been an anchor 
in her life over the last nine months. The studies her group has taken 
part in have helped to strengthen her spiritual connection to God 
and her Grace Group has been a source of strength and support. 
She acknowledged that meeting over Zoom was challenging in the 
beginning, but now has become a life-line for their Grace Group. 

These personal stories help to affirm that in our hectic modern-
day world, Grace Groups can offer a pause that refreshes through 
scripture reading, prayer, meditation, and inspirational reading. 
Grace Groups offer time and space to grow in grace, loving and 
sharing friendships in Christ. New Grace Groups are always 
forming. If you are feeling called to take part in this small group 
ministry, contact Pastor Eric or Julie Hestermann.

Submit Your God Sighting
We try to highlight a member of our Sheridan community who has 

made God’s love and grace come clearly into sight. If you have a story of 
a God-sighting to suggest, please email info@sheridanlutheran.org. 
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