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Stewardship 2021
Each January most people make
New Year's Resolutions, based on
prayerful reflection of their life. When
done well, this includes deliberating on
three aspects of life:
1. How do I spend my precious time?
2. In what ways do I share my Godgiven talent?
3. How generously do I return a
portion of my financial resources?
If we truly believe that we are
fortunate to be able to live the life
we've been given, then we choose to
live for more than ourselves. If there
is one lesson we seem to be learning
from the pandemic, it is how fortunate
we have been in this world.
Our Sheridan community is eager
to assist you in this process, which we
believe is faithful and spiritual. As we
spend time studying how "questioning"
is beneficial in our lives, we trust that
you will ask pertinent questions of
yourself regarding your generosity. Am I
sharing of myself enough? Am I a giving
person? Is my lifestyle reflective of my
faith? Am I living for more than myself?
Visit sheridanlutheran.org/stewardship
to complete your Ministry Opportunity
Sheet and your Plan for Giving.
Thank you for your intentional
commitment to generosity and to the
ministry of our church family.

New Worship Series: Better Decisions

W

ith the start of the New Year and the lingering effects of
2020, each of us will do what we always do in January.
Namely, we will take stock of our lives. In previous
years, we might have reflected on how we could gain a competitive
advantage in whatever area seemed to spark our interest. This year is
different – not worse or better – just different.
We will likely look back on 2020 with some regrets. What were the
“couldas” and “shouldas?” How could they have been avoided?
Wouldn’t it be nice if we had a way to filter our decisions? The
truth is that if we make better decisions, we have fewer regrets. At the
end of our days a fulfilled life is more about the peace of few regrets
than any successes we can point to.
Internationally known pastor, Andy Stanley (and son of the
evangelist, Dr. Charles Stanley), has written the book, Better
Decisions, Fewer Regrets, as a helpful guide for every Christian
seeking more fulfillment in life. This easy-to-read, pragmatic, and
biblically based book will be the focus of our worship in January
and February. Limited copies are available at the church office for
$15.99 + tax.
How can we make 2021 a good year? Asking ourselves the right
questions to limit our regrets is the place to start. Andy Stanley says
it well, “Your regrets are only part of your story. They don’t have to
be the story. Your past should remind you. It doesn’t have to define
you.” Here’s to a sacred and prosperous New Year!
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Church Family Support and News
First Steps to Baptism Class
The First Steps to Baptism Class is typically the last Sunday of the month at 11am online. This class is for those wanting to
have their children baptized at Sheridan. Please RSVP for the class to k.paisley@sheridanlutheran.org. You may schedule your
child’s baptism with the office prior to participating in the class.
Weddings
For those grieving or planning funerals
Interested in holding your wedding at Sheridan?
Visit sheridanlutheran.org/weddings. Contact k.znamenacek@ Please contact Karen in the church office at 402-423-4769.
sheridanlutheran.org for scheduling or other questions.
Pastoral care
Hospital visits
Contact the church office at 402-423-4769 during business
Members of the visitation team make daily calls to offer
hours: 8am - 5pm; Monday-Friday. In case of emergencies
support, encouragement and prayer. Call the church at 402(death of a loved one or if immediate assistance is needed)
423-4769 to be added to the list. Please do not rely on the
after
hours call 402-423-4769 and press option 4.
hospital to notify the church.
If you have a baptism, birth, wedding, sympathy or other milestone
to share, please call the church office at 402-423-4769. We are
happy to share your news with our church family in the monthly
Scroll. Submissions are due by the 15th of the month.

Chesney Kaye Drohman daughter of Meagan & Lathan;
Coby Casey Killion son of Jenna & Casey;
Owen Clark Marshall son of Jessica & Travis;
Bennet Alexander Mischnick son of Tyanne & Drew.

Bob (Karen) Mallum, Mitch (Tami) Mallum families on
the death of sister/aunt Ruth Simpkin;
Pat Snyder, Barbara (Chris) Cowins families on the
death of son/brother Tom Snyder;
Darin (Nicole) Sperling family on the death of sister
Deneen Sperling;
Linda (Wes), Jeremy, John (Dannielle) Oestreich
families on the death of brother/uncle Edgar Tietjen;
Jo (Clarence) Schuster on the death of mother
Lois Willoughby.

Baptisms

Weddings

Births

Graham Scott Pulverenti son of Cari & Scott.

With Sympathy

Julie (Harold), Danae, Jason & Amanda Christiansen on
the death of father/grandfather Elmer Borer;
Marcie (Bill) Luhman family on the death of mother
Betty Brush;
Beth (Jim) Otto on the death of mother Roberta Corrigan;
Debbie (Kyle) Sitzman, Jeff (Ashley) Sitzman, Stacie
(Jamie) Swanson families on the death of brother/
uncle Robert Elmshauser;
Nila (Dennis), Grant & Grace Jacobson on the death of
father/grandfather Dwain Hoffart;
Jody (Jim), JD (Andrea), Josie Simeck and Jen (David)
Dyson families on the death of mother/grandmother
Pat McLaughlin;
Pam (Wayne), Luke (Kylie) Magdanz, Anna (Chet)
Henry families on the death of mother/grandmother
Virginia Nelson;
Krista (Nate) Ritterbush family on the death of
sister Stacey Russell;

Erin Stokke & Tim Suhr;
Rebecca Johnson & Kaleb Thomas;
Hannah Walgren & Blake Wegener.

First Steps for Baptism

Sun., Jan. 24; 11am; Zoom
Class RSVP or information for Baptism:
k.paisley@sheridanlutheran.org

Baptism is a big event! To help prepare for this special
time, parents are asked to attend this one hour class that
teaches about the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, gives you
an opportunity to meet other families preparing for this
special day and offers some encouragement for you as
Christian parents.

Wedding Coordinators Needed
Info: k.znamenacek@sheridanlutheran.org

Love weddings? Interested in a fun job, no experience
needed? Contact Karen about being a Wedding
Coordinator for a few weddings a year. We'll teach you
what you need to know.
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Worship With Us: Exclusively Online
Sunday
9:45am

November 2020
Financials:

Wednesday
6pm

Worship is livestreamed on Facebook and sheridanlutheran.org/watch-online.
Miss worship? Sermon & special music videos can be watched on
Sheridan’s Vimeo channel at vimeo.com/sheridanluthlnk. You may also watch
a condensed version of our weekend worship on Spectrum channel 1302 on
Thursdays at 7:30pm; Fridays at 12:30pm and Sundays at 11:30am.

Sunday Worship Scriptures: Better Decisions

BUDGETED
General Fund
INCOME
General Fund
Mission
Sunday School YTD
Readiness Fund YTD

January 10

1 Samuel 3:1-10
& Romans 12:1-3

January 31

"The Conscience Question"
1 Samuel 24:1-12
& James 4:14b-17

January 17

January 24

"The Integrity Question"

"The Legacy Question"

February 7

February 14

Ephesians 5:15-20
& 1 Timothy 4:11-16

1 Corinthians 13
& Matthew 7:7-12

Jeremiah 17:1, 5-10
& Luke 16:10-13

Genesis 39:1-9
& Matthew 6:19-21

"The Maturity Question" "The Relationship Question"

Worship Series Book Available for Purchase

This series is based on Andy Stanley's book, Better Decisions, Fewer Regrets.
Limited copies are available at the church office for $15.99 + tax.

$121,807
$31,592.11
$1,730.39
$266,803.60

November 2020 Attendance:

Visit sheridanlutheran.org/worship-schedule for more info about the worship series

"More Than a Question"

$174,164

November 1
November 8
November 15^
November 22^
November 29^

week wknd
N/A* 1,027
387 1,076
279
919
274
988
322
873

wkly
1,027
1,463
1,198
1,262
1,195

2020 average		 1,184 1,517
2019 average		 1,060 1,525
^Livestream only
*Trunk or Treat Wednesday;
no official atendance taken

Welcome Fall New Members!

Eighteen new members joined our family of faith this fall. They are: Jeremy
and Tiffany Foote and their children, Easton and Alex, Larry and Barbara Jones,
Kyle Meyerson and Gretchen Antholz-Meyerson and son Maybin,
Jerry and Deb Pohlmann, Elliot Rustad, Eric and Becca Schellpeper and
daughter Hazel, Karen Soward and sons Camden and Connor. We look forward
to welcoming them officially once we are back to worshiping in person safely.
If you are interested in joining Sheridan this winter, visit sheridanlutheran.org/
newmembers to fill out an information card and we will reach out to you.

Holy Week Reenactment
Info: d.dames@sheridanlutheran.org

Sheridan’s Drama Ministry plans to again share dramas and reenact the last
days of Jesus’ life during Lent and Holy Week. Things may look different
this year as we work to maintain the safety of all involved. All those
interested in speaking and non-speaking roles, props, costumes or makeup
are welcome to be a part of this exciting ministry. Please contact Diane
Dames, Drama Coordinator.

In-Kind Donations
Clinic with a Heart continually
needs personal care items such
as shampoo, toothbrushes,
toothpaste and body soap. These
items may be brought to the
church office or placed in the
collection bin in the vestibule
beyond the Chapel.

Barnabas Community

Please bring all items for Barnabas
to the outdoor collection bins by
the garage nearest the 70th Street
parking lot entrance.
Cash donations are always welcome
and needed to meet immediate needs.

Mission: We are a community of Christ’s faithful followers, who have been called by God to love deeply, grow spiritually and share abundantly!
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think about it.

Winter Learning Academy
Jan. 27-Feb. 10; Wednesdays at 6:30-7:30pm; Zoom
Sheridan’s Learning Academy on Wednesday nights is a great way for adults to
make a three week commitment to grow in faith and knowledge. Come and
explore a topic of learning for three weeks alongside our confirmation students.
Class options include:

SLC offers educational programs for children
and adults. For a full listing of programs, visit
us online at sheridanlutheran.org or call the
church office.

Ongoing Adult Groups
& Bible Studies
• Saturday Men’s Bible Study
Jan. 10 & 24; 7am; Zoom

Facilitated by Wes Oestreich.

• Sunday Adult Bible Study
Sundays; 8:30-9:30am; Zoom

Facilitated by Julie Johnson.

• GriefShare
New session begins Jan. 7
Thursdays; 6:30pm; Zoom
• DivorceCare
New session begins Jan. 12
Tuesdays; 6:30pm; Zoom

Bible Maps Class

Jan. 6-20; Wednesdays at 6:30-7:30pm; Zoom
Register: sheridanlutheran.org/
event-registration

Maps are an important way we can
understand the Bible better. In this
Zoom class, taught by Pastor Eric, we
will study the maps of the Old and
New Testament. Having your own
Study Bible with maps will be helpful,
but not necessary.

Bible Project Study

Jan. 9-Feb. 27; Saturdays at
10-11:30am; Zoom
Register: sheridanlutheran.org/
event-registration

The Bible Project provides a wonderful
weekly small group Bible study called

•
•
•
•

Bible 101 with Pastor Rhonda
Honoring our Neighbor's Faith with Pastor Eric
Gospel as Story with Pastor Greg
What Does it Mean to be Lutheran with Pastor Michelle
Register for Winter Learning Academy:
sheridanlutheran.org/event-registration

Church at Home. You can find it at
bibleproject.com/church-at-home. The

study, taught by Pastor Eric, covers
broad topics in the Bible like spirit,
holiness, and the character of God.

Lunch Table Theology

Thursdays, Jan. 14 & 28; noon; Zoom
Register: sheridanlutheran.org/
event-registration

This is like confirmation for adults.
We talk through the meaning of the 10
Commandments, the Apostles Creed,
and the Lord’s Prayer. In January we
focus our conversation around the
phrase in the Lord’s Prayer, “Give us
this day our daily bread.”

Virtual Financial Peace
University

Jan. 11-March 8; Mondays at 7pm; Zoom
Register: fpu.com/1129018
Info: a.wagner@sheridanlutheran.org

Take control of your money with
Financial Peace University! This
nine-lesson class uses biblical wisdom
and common sense to help you tackle
budgeting, pay off debt and make
your money work for you! You can
sign up for this class and start your
14-day free trial of Financial Peace at
fpu.com/1129018.
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Book Study - Neither Wolf
Nor Dog: On Forgotten
Roads With an Indian Elder
Jan. 27-Feb. 10; Wednesdays at
6:30-7:30pm; Zoom
Register: sheridanlutheran.org/
event-registration

Join us to learn more about our
ministry partner, Pine Ridge
Reconciliation Center in Pine Ridge,
SD. Week one is a book discussion
led by staff from PRRC on the Kent
Nerburn book, Neither Wolf Nor

Dog: On the Forgotten Roads with
an Indian Elder. We have a limited
supply of books available for purchase
in the church office for $14 + tax.
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Parent & Child Workshops: Faith Stepping Stones

ordinary and renews and even jump
starts a closer relationship with God.
Families may register for any week
of the summer that works for their
schedule, but a Sheridan pastor will
be at camp during Week 3.

2021 High School Youth
Mission Trip Registration

Register: sheridanlutheran.org/atlanta2021

Faith Stepping Stones

Info: sheridanlutheran.org/faith-stepping-stones

As a family of faith, we celebrate faith milestones beginning with Baptism and
going through High School graduation. Each workshop through grade 5 focuses
on different faith milestones for children & their parents to experience together.
Classes are currently being prepared as recorded lessons. Please let us know you
plan to attend workshops by signing up online using the link above. Supply kits
with supplies for each class will be available in the office the week before each
class. Older children are able to attend workshops missed from previous years.
Contact Julie Hestermann with any questions.

Stepping Stone Workshops this winter/spring

3rd Grade Bible Faith Stepping Stone takes place in the fall.
• Seasons of the Church Year & I’m a Lutheran (Kindergarten): Sun., March 7
• The Lord’s Prayer (1st Grade): Sun., Jan. 24
• The Ten Commandments (2nd Grade): Sun., Feb. 7
• Baptism (4th Grade): Sun., Feb. 21
• Holy Communion (5th Grade): Sat., March 27; 9:30am OR Mon., March 29; 4-6pm;
Thurs., April 1; 5:30pm for the Seder Meal

Children's Lessons for the
New Year

Info: j.hestermann@sheridanlutheran.org

For the foreseeable future,
children's Bible and music lessons
will be available online. If you
would like to learn at home, visit

sheridanlutheran.org/event-registration

to register for online lessons.
Information for how to access the
lessons, as well as supply kit pickup information will be emailed
to you. If you have already been
learning at home and picking up
supply kits, you are automatically
registered for future supply kits.
Please contact Julie with questions
or email notification updates.

Save the Date for Rocky
Railway Vacation Bible School
June 14-18
Info: j.hestermann@sheridanlutheran.org

Mark your calendars and join us for
Rocky Railway. Come and discover
that trusting Jesus pulls you through
life’s ups and downs. We are unsure
of how the specifics of this event
will look. Watch for updates and
registration information.

Sheridan Week at Carol Joy
Holling Camp

Early bird $50 discount ends Jan. 31
June 20-25 | Register: nlom.org
Info: j.hestermann@sheridanlutheran.org

Sheridan believes a week at camp
helps students experience God in the

This mountain top service-learning
and fellowship experience is open to
all students currently in grades 8-12.
Our group will develop relationships
with the community near Atlanta by
serving with rural and urban service
organizations. Register today. The
registration deadline is Jan. 31.

Youth Progressive Dinner

Normally we would be having our
Youth Progessive Dinner in February.
We hope to host this event in the
future when it is safe to do so. Stay
tuned for updates!

Up In Out Camp Save the Date
June 14-18
Info: i.hartfield@sheridanlutheran.org

Mark your calendars for this service
learning camp for students currently
in grades 5-7. This experience pairs
great with VBS. We are unsure
of how the specifics of this event
will look. Watch for updates and
registration information.

High School Youth Events

Info: sheridanlutheran.org/high-school

We will continue to meet on Sunday
nights on Zoom until we can gather
together in person again.

• Wednesdays
Mid-week Check-in: 7-7:30pm; Zoom

Prayer, conversation and a short game.

• Sundays
Youth Group: 7-8pm; Zoom

Lessons, small groups and devotions.

• Coffee Hours
Suspended until further notice.

Mission: We are a community of Christ’s faithful followers, who have been called by God to love deeply, grow spiritually and share abundantly!
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and outreach
That is 744 hours of volunteering
from Sheridan friends! If we add in
driving time that's 140 more hours of
volunteering for our drivers. So a total
of 884 hours of volunteering!

Haiti Partnership Update

Learning Academy Serves in
Pandemic Times

Living Faith School Scholarship Program

The Living Faith Program sponsors students in their schooling through high
school. All of these children attended our Haiti VBS over the last several years.
Our local leaders there see potential in all of these students to graduate high
school and enter college and university. Your financial support enables these
students to stay strong in their studies and see a bright future ahead. Your
offering also provides for a special Christmas party for the students.

Rejoice School

The Rejoice school is a program for students who are currently ‘restaveks’ or
domestic servants/slaves. This antiquated forced labor system persists in Haiti.
They are treated as servants with no rights. Our local director in Haiti, Luckner
“Maya” Fondrose, has worked with the families of these children to allow the kids
to come to school at least once a week, if not more. Because of your generosity,
these children are able to attend school when they can and gladly participate in
the Christmas party!

Other Financial gifts to Haiti in 2020

We continue to support Chemen Lavi Miyo (CLM) or Pathway to a Better Life. This
program invests in families, primarily women and children, along with those
experiencing a disability, over an 18-month period. During this time, families
move from ultra-poverty to being able to succeed at a basic level with access
to clean water, personal hygiene, schools for their children, adequate housing,
business enterprising and literacy. The current class of CLM is a two-day journey
for case workers to reach them. We are grateful for your support in this way!

Emergency Food Distribution - COVID Edition

Due to lack of adequate health care and infection rate tracking, it is still
unknown if the virus has made a big impact. This reality aside, food and water
shortages persist in the communities of our partners. Your offering helped
provide food for the families of VBS children. Families were equipped with
enough dry storage food and cooking oil for two months at a time.

Noisy Offering – Pine Ridge
Reconciliation Center

Pine Ridge Reconciliation Center
serves in the town of Pine Ridge, SD,
on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation.
Pine Ridge serves as a retreat center
for guests, a children and youth
outreach center, and provides quilts,
hygiene kits and meals to members of
the community who are in need. This
month’s Noisy Offering benefits the
work of PRRC.

Angel Tree Sponsorship
Update: Huge Success!

For Angel Tree 2020, 70 families
received gifts with 223 Barnabas
Community children receiving gifts,
and 25 Prison Fellowship children
receiving gifts. At a $50 budget
per child for gifts, that’s $12,400 in
generous gifts! We estimate volunteers
gave three hours per child for sponsor
registration, shopping and wrapping
gifts and returning them to church.
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During Fall Learning Academy,
Outreach to Lincoln shared service
to our greater community. Students
learned about different mission
partners of Sheridan as well as had
a night of service together at home
on Zoom. Several students and their
families made tie blankets, other
students participated in a ‘donation
scavenger hunt’ around their homes,
and one family worked together
to build shutters for a Habitat for
Humanity home.

Working Together, With
the Spirit

The following is an excerpt from a
longer story that details how Barnabas
Community, Sheridan Lutheran
Church, and the Sheridan Foundation
provided three beds to a family who
needed them. Names have been
changed to protect identity.
We were busy registering children for
Angel Tree 2020. It’s always a humbling
experience knowing how helpful this
ministry is to the families of Barnabas
Community and Prison Fellowship.
The holidays are great, but they can be
expensive, often creating financial strain
on parents as they seek to provide a
special occasion for their children.
Phoebe was one of the last moms
to be in line to register her children
for Angel Tree gifts at Barnabas
Community. Her cousin, in line
before her, was having a difficult time
registering her children because of a
language barrier. Phoebe kindly stepped
in to help translate...
Read more at sheridanlutheran.org/news.
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Sheridan's New Council Members
Welcome New Council Members

We are grateful for our elected leaders and their servant hearts. They are a
key component in Sheridan’s strength. January begins the three-year terms of our
newly elected leaders:

Ed Bennett: Ed is a broadcaster and retired operations manager for the
Nebraska Rural Radio Association. Ed and Joni are the parents of Sheridan
member, Tyanne. They have been members of Sheridan since 2014. Ed has served
at Sheridan as a Lector, is active in the Sesostris Shrine and has been involved in
adult Sunday school, as well as on several boards, in his previous community.
Kathy Fleming: Kathy is a retired principal with Lincoln Public Schools.
Kathy is married to Brian and they have two grown children. They have been
members of Sheridan since 1989. Kathy taught Sunday School for many years
at Sheridan and was a Confirmation Small Group Leader for nine years. She and
Brian currently serve on a hospitality team.
Arlis Plummer: Arlis is a part-time civil engineer for the Natural Resources
Conservation Services. Arlis is married to Keith and their children, Koren and Ian,
are active members of Sheridan. They have been members of Sheridan since 1980.
She is active in the Connections Café, is on a hospitality team, and teaches Sunday
School. Arlis has served on a variety of community and professional boards.
Hailey Anderson: Hailey will serve as the youth representative. She is a
junior at Lincoln East High School. Hailey is active in cross country, track and choir.
She also has a part time job at Culver's where she is a team leader. A member
since 2005, her family includes parents, Matt and Lori, as well as brothers, Zach
and Grady. Hailey is active in Sheridan's high school youth program.
Completing their terms and retiring from Council are Hilary Wiese, Jane
Green, Dan Novak and Brock Palmer. The 2021 Council Members will be installed
in worship when we are in person again. Please thank these members for giving
their time, guidance and dedication being the spiritual leaders of Sheridan.

New GriefShare Session

Jan. 7-April 8; Thursdays at 6:30pm; Zoom
Info: sheridanlutheran.org/griefshare

Losing a loved one comes with days
of despair and confusion. GriefShare
at Sheridan helps you to cope with
grief while moving forward. This
group is facilitated by Carol Petersen.

New DivorceCare Session

Jan. 12-April 6; Tuesdays at 6:30pm; Zoom
Info: sheridanlutheran.org/divorcecare

Separation and divorce are
painful and confusing experiences.
DivorceCare at Sheridan helps you
face these challenges and move toward
rebuilding your life. This group is
faciliated by Samantha Nelson.

The Chosen Women's
Discussion Group

Begins Jan. 28; Thursdays at 9:30am; Zoom
Register: sheridanlutheran.org/
event-registration

Perhaps you’ve seen The Chosen on
Facebook, Instagram or YouTube and
watched it or wondered what it is all
about. The Chosen is the first multiseason television series about the
life of Christ, as witnessed through
the eyes of those he impacted. The
Chosen has grown to become the
largest crowdfunded TV series
of all time. We’ll meet weekly on
Zoom to discuss the 8 episodes of
Season 1. Participants can watch the
episodes on their own. Grace Groups

and Sojourners Groups are also
encouraged to watch and discuss as
the discussion questions will be made
available weekly beginning January
25. You can view the episodes
at thechosen.tv/app or search The
Chosen in your Apple or Android
app store.

Music Opportunities

Info: m.schmit@sheridanlutheran.org

We would like to offer some
opportunities for small groups
or ensembles to participate in
worship this winter. Because of the
COVID-19 regulations, we will not
have any large choir events. Contact
Molly Schmit if you are interested.

New Member Workshop

Info: sheridanlutheran.org/newmembers

If you are interested in being
received into membership at
Sheridan this winter, please
complete new member information
online and schedule a time to meet
with Kathy Paisley. Once you
complete the online portion, Kathy
will contact you to set up a time to
meet either via Zoom or in person.

Souper Bowl of Caring
Save the Date
Sun., Feb. 7

We will continue to celebrate
our tradition of the Souper Bowl
of Caring. We appreciate your
generosity to our hunger ministries
at this time. Proceeds from this
special offering benefit our local meal
ministries of Matt Talbot Kitchen and
Barnabas Community.

Cancelled: 2021 Family Spring
Break Retreat

Due to the pandemic, we won't be
able to have our annual Spring Break
Retreat. We look forward to this
opportunity next year. Stay tuned
for updates.

Mission: We are a community of Christ’s faithful followers, who have been called by God to love deeply, grow spiritually and share abundantly!

Contact us:

Phone: 402-423-4769
Email: info@sheridanlutheran.org
Website: sheridanlutheran.org

Church Leadership:

For a complete staff and council
listing, please visit our website at
sheridanlutheran.org.

LEADERSHIP STAFF
Senior Pastor: Greg Bouvier
Associate Pastor: Eric Bostrom
Associate Pastor: Rhonda Bostrom
Associate Pastor: Michelle Oetken
Director of Faith Formation:
		 Julie Hestermann
Director of Business & Finance:
		Jean Poppert
Director of Worship Arts:
		Molly Schmit
Director of Ministries: Amy Wagner

Connect with us:

SHERIDAN’S SOCIAL MEDIA
fb.com/sheridanluthlnk
@sheridanluthLNK
@sheridanluthLNK

Find sermons online:
sheridanlutheran.org/mediaresources/sermon-podcasts

Publication Submissions
Bulletin submissions are
due each Tuesday at 5pm.
Please email submissions to
Genny Straube at g.straube@
sheridanlutheran.org.

The Scroll deadline is the first
Monday of the month at 5pm.
Please email submissions to
Clara Carlson at c.carlson@
sheridanlutheran.org.

God Sighting: Pen Pal Connections

by Ian Hartfield
What started out as a simple act of kindness in the beginning
weeks of the pandemic, grew into much more for some of our high
school youth and members of our congregation.
Our high school youth have a tradition of attending the
confirmation stole presentation and writing letters to our
confirmands each year. They share scripture verses, words of
encouragement, congratulations, and an invitation to join them
in high school youth group in the fall of their 9th grade year. It is a
wonderful way to connect youth of different ages and celebrate this
important faith milestone.
In the same spirit, as the pandemic unfolded in the early part
of 2020, our high school youth felt called to do something to help
others. Building off of this letter writing tradition, they asked if they
could write to those in our congregation who are older and live in
care facilities, are homebound, or live alone. In April, a large group
of our youth sent letters to over 30 of our members to share a prayer,
well wishes, and words of encouragement. These connections
have grown into wonderful relationships and many of them have
continued to write back and forth over the past several months.
A 10th grade youth shared,
“We still keep in touch and have bonded in
a way I couldn’t imagine! She is known in
my house as my 'church bestie.' This project,
simple as it is, has had a big impact on me.”
An 11th grade youth shared,
“We’ve been writing back and forth to each
other, about a letter per month, and we’ve
gotten to know more about each other. We
have a lot of the same interests in sports and
Letters to a youth from a
in theater. It has been great getting to know
charter member of Sheridan
other members of Sheridan better. I think
it's important for the youth to make friends
with other members, especially older ones, because we gain different
perspectives on life, and it helps us grow in our connection to the church,
and to God.”
Cheri Peterson, Prayer/Care Coordinator at Sheridan shared,
“My sincere thanks to the high school youth who wrote letters to our
seniors. They brought smiles to so many and I have received several
words of appreciation. Thanks, church family. You have made a difference
and enriched their lives.”
Even in this challenging time when we cannot gather together
as a church family, our youth have shown how important and
meaningful it is to support one another by staying connected and
spreading joy and kindness. They have been a blessing to so
many and have been blessed by the relationships that have
developed. Many thanks to all those who have participated in
letter writing. Blessings!

