
The Chosen    The Story of Jesus: For Us 
Guide  for listening, discussion  & reflection 

Episode 1     I Have Called You By Name 

Read for Scriptural reference:  Isaiah 43:1-4; John 3:1; 1 Corinthians 
9:5; Luke 8:1-15 and Mark 16: 6-11 

In this episode two brothers struggle with their tax debts to Rome while a 
woman in the Red Quarter wrestles with her demons.  We are introduced to 
Nicodemus, Mary Magdalene and a few of the ones who will become 
Jesus’ disciples.  It may take a bit to get into this episode but by the end 
your interest will hopefully be piqued.  We get a jarring glimpse into what 
life was most likely like in this area of the world.   Note your observations 
and emotional responses to the setting and the characters as you watch 
and take it in.  

Characters: Nicodemus, Matthew, Mary Magdalene, Peter and 
Andrew, Jesus 

Starter Questions 

1. What were your expectations before watching this first episode? 

2. What is your one BIG question from this episode? 

3. What captured your imagination most? 

4. What would you ask God about the events portrayed? 

5. What quote from this episode was the most meaningful /impactful to 
you and why? 

 

 

 



Questions for Digging Deeper 

1. It’s interesting to see how the religious and political environment 
looked in Jesus’ day. What were some things you found interesting or 
challenging? 

2. Do you notice any similarities when you compare people from first 
century society to people in modern day society? 

3. Which character stood out to you most? Which was the most 
interesting? The most moving? 

4. Who was the more identifiable character for you – Nicodemus or 
Mary Magdalene? Why? What were your impressions of Nicodemus and 
his helplessness before the demon-possessed Mary Magdalene? 

5. What did you think about how Matthew, the tax collector, Simon Peter 
or his brother, Andrew, were portrayed?  Can you identify with their 
character traits/personalities? 

6. What did you think about how enticing wealth was for Matthew and 
yet how hated he was for his willingness to work for Rome and extort his 
fellow Jews? 

7. Were you surprised Jesus appeared to Mary first? What did you think 
about the timing of the appearance of Jesus? What might the filmmakers 
be saying about Jesus’ intentionality and timing?  How does his 
intentionality help you recognize Him in your life? 

Questions for further reflection 

1. Isaiah 43:1 brought Mary Magdalene comfort when she was going 
through a difficult time. What is your go-to passage? 

2. We are being shown each character’s “before Jesus” life. What does 
an encounter with Jesus do to people? How is your encounter with Jesus 
changing you? 



3. How does “I have called you by name, you are mine” impact you 
today? Have you experienced Jesus pursuing you on a personal level? 

On Your Own 

o    Personalize this passage from Isaiah 43 by adding your name to the 
blanks and read it out loud to yourself 

  But now, God’s Message, the God who made you in the first place, 
__________, 

    the One who got you started, __________: 
“Don’t be afraid, I’ve redeemed you. 
    I’ve called your name_________. You’re mine. 
When you’re in over your head, I’ll be there with you. 
    When you’re in rough waters, you will not go down. 
When you’re between a rock and a hard place, it won’t be a dead end— 
Because I am God, your personal God, The Holy of Israel, your Savior. 
I paid a huge price for you_________: That’s how much you mean to me! 
    That’s how much I love you! 
I’d sell off the whole world to get you back, trade the creation just for you. 
                 “So don’t be afraid ____________: I’m with you. 
  

o    Take some time this week to timeline key events in your life where you 
experienced Jesus pursuing you. 

o    Are you currently running from Jesus regarding some area or situation in 
your life? How can remembering Jesus’ kindness toward you in the past 
influence your decision making in this situation? 

“What if it’s more beautiful and strange than we could ever imagine?” 
– Nicodemus 

Pray – Thank God for His relentless pursuit of you. Ask God to help you 
see where you may be running from Him. Ask Him for courage to turn 
toward Him with all of the situations you are currently dealing with. Ask God 
to give you confidence and the words when sharing about faith in Christ. 
 


