
The Chosen  The Story of Jesus: For Us 
Guide for listening, discussion & reflection 

Episode 4   The Rock on Which it is Built 

Read for Scriptural reference:  John 1:19-28 (John the Baptist is 
questioned by Pharisees), John 1:35-42; John 21:1-8 (Miraculous 
Catch), Luke 5:1-11 (Jesus calls the fisherman); Mark 3:13-19 (the 
disciples appointed) 

With his life and family under threat from Rome, Simon spends one last 
night fishing in a desperate attempt to square his debts. Andrew spots a 
familiar face waiting for them on the shores of Galilee. During this hour we 
see Jesus teach about what it means to be fishers of men- and trust that 
God will take care of us. I personally loved this episode for multiple 
reasons. It showed a woman being the spiritual leader of her household. 
“Where is your faith?” Simon’s wife asked him. He did not even realize how 
bitter and jaded he had become. This happens so easily and is such a 
relevant message for today. 

Characters: Jesus, Matthew, James & John, Andrew & Peter , 
Nicodemus, John the Baptist, Joseph of Arimathea, Zebedee 

Starter Questions 

1.                  What surprised you about this episode? 

2.                  What is your one BIG question from this episode? 

3.                  What captured your imagination most? 

4.                  What would you ask God about the events portrayed? 

5.                  What quote from this episode was the most meaningful 
/impactful to you and why? 



6.                  What is your perception of how Peter is portrayed in this 
series so far? 

Questions for Digging Deeper 

1.   How did the weaving of Peter’s backstory (all creative license) 
make you feel about the development of Peter’s character? 

2.   What more do we learn about Matthew’s character? What do you 
think about the portrayal of him seeing Jesus at the lake? 

3.   Andrew meets Jesus through John the Baptist and is confident 
He’s the Messiah. What do you think about his longing for Peter to 
know Jesus? Is there someone you are longing would come to know 
Jesus? 

4.   Why did Nicodemus want to know if John had performed miracle? 
What do you think he suspected? 

5.   What is the role of John the Baptist? ( Luke 1:13-17, Luke 3:1-19) 
How is this also our role as the church? 

6.   How did it feel to see Zebedee encourage his sons to follow 
Jesus? Who encouraged you? 

7.   Jesus provided for Simon’s physical need- but the miracle was 
more than that. He changed Simon’s mindset, called him to 
something more! Not to riches, but to spreading the good news for 
the sake of others souls. What soul work have we been called to? 

8.   John the Baptist was considered a heretic, and crazy. If the 
religious leaders of Jesus’ day were constantly missing the point- is it 
possible that we are missing some of the main points in our current 
Christian culture? 

9.   Share a moment in your life where the miracle of the fishes has 
metaphorically happened for you. A time when you’ve thought there 



was absolutely no way that something would work, but God made it 
happen. 

10.                Sometimes we forget how intense the teachings of Jesus 
were. His parables and teachings were not sanitized, feel-good 
messages. What do you think the impact of this miracle would have 
meant in the context of Jesus’ time? 

Questions for further reflection 

1.   The night on the Sea of Galilee amplified the encounter with Jesus in the 
morning. Have you ever experienced Jesus coming to you after a “dark 
night” in your life? Explain. 

2.   When you have a serious need like Peter did in this episode, and God 
does not perform a miracle for you? What does that do to your faith? 

3.   Jesus could have told Peter he had to get himself out of his own jam; 
after all, Peter’s troubles were self- inflicted.  How does Jesus’ rescuing 
Peter from his bad choices shape how you see Jesus helping you? 

4.   What is the "big catch" of your life? 

For Personal Reflection 

Proverbs 3:5-6 tells us to “Trust the Lord with all of your heart and lean not 
on your own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will 
show us the way to go.  Spend some time in quiet reflection on this 
proverb. 

When Peter relied on himself, he could do nothing to change the situation 
of empty nets. Then Jesus appeared and gave an instruction which Peter 
obeyed and his previously empty nets were filled to overflowing. Jesus' 
next instruction to Peter was “Follow me.” 

Spend some time reflecting on your life. Is there an area you’ve been trying 
to control- rather than trusting in Him to lead. Celebrate the call Jesus has 



extended to you – to follow Him- by writing out a prayer of rejoicing and 
praise. Jesus has called you to step out in faith and follow Him. 

Edith to Peter: “Where is your faith?” 

Peter: “Faith isn’t going to get me more fish.” 

Edith: “You have not pursued the Lord lately. You’re off to try to fix it 
again…No more talking. Maybe God can get your attention now.” 

Pray – Thank Jesus for His “no strings attached” help and compassion on 
you as His follower. 
 


