
The Chosen The Story of Jesus: For Us 
Guide for listening, discussion  & reflection 

Episode 6   Indescribable Compassion 

After witnessing the healing of a leper on the road to Capernaum, an 
Ethiopian woman forces her paralytic friend through the crowd and then 
through the roof to meet Jesus. Jesus heals and urges people to remember 
to be vigilant with their faith, remembering that no one person is greater 
than any other. We are all God’s beloved creation. While the following of 
Jesus is growing, His enemies are also growing in number. 

Scriptural Reference:  Mark 2:1-12 (Jesus heals the man let down 
through the roof); Matthew 8:1-4 (Jesus heals a leper); Luke 12:36-48 
The parable of the servant; Matthew 6:1-18 (Giving to the need and 
prayer) ; Luke 18:1-14 

CHARACTERS: Jesus, Mary, Mary Magdalene, Nicodemus, Simon, 
Andres, Tamar, The Leper, James, John, The Paralytic 

Starter Questions 

1. What surprised you about this episode? 

2. What is your one BIG question from this episode? 

3. What captured your imagination most? 

4. What would you ask God about the events portrayed? 

5. What quote from this episode was the most meaningful /impactful to 
you and why? 

6. Which part of this episode was the most different from how you 
imagined it being after reading the passage in Scripture? 

Questions for Digging Deeper 



1. Who would you equate with a tax collector today? A Roman soldier? 
A Jewish citizen? 

2. Compassion was a major theme in this episode. How did Jesus 
preach about and show compassion? Do you think there is a difference 
between compassion, giving, empathy and good will? 

3. How was the disciple’s reaction to the leper different than Jesus’? 
What do you suppose they thought when Jesus approached the leper; 
when He touched him and when he healed him? 

4. Leprosy was one of the major diseases in the time of Jesus. It was 
the sickness that renders a person no longer worthy of dignity, love, or 
community. Are there any “like” situations in our society today that would 
cause a person to no longer have dignity? How do you think Jesus would 
treat them? 

5. What’s holding you back from the kind of bold faith the leper had? 

6. In order to take such extreme measures, what must the four men 
have believed about Jesus before they brought their friend to Him? What 
might their thoughts have been when He said “stand” to their paralytic 
friend, and when the man took a step? 

7. If you were in the crowd that day and heard Jesus teaching, what 
would you have thought of Him? 

8. In this episode Peter tries to drive Matthew away because he doesn’t 
like him. How do you relate to other followers of Christ who are very 
different from you? Are you able to show Christians different from you that 
you are “for” them? 

9. “We can do both”, walking the road that has been laid out for us and 
also keeping our eyes open. What do you think of Nicodemus’ speech? 
Give some examples of clinging to our God shaped boxes? 

  



Questions for further reflection 

·        Do you tend to pull back from people with certain types of brokenness? 
How can you minister to them if you remove yourself from them? 

·        How can you connect with people in your life who aren’t part of the “in” 
crowd, as Jesus did? 

·        How do you deal with interruptions when you are very busy? Tell about 
a time when an apparent interruption blessed someone truly in need of 
what you could give? 

·        If someone brought you to the Lord or has helped you in your walk with 
Him, let them know how grateful you are for that, today. 

·        “Jesus, I pray for ____________ to believe in you for their changed life. 
Help me not grow weary in bringing others to You, but to delight in seeing 
lives changed when touched by you.” 

  

“If God did something that you felt contradicted the Torah, would you 
tell him to get back in that box you have carved for him, or would you 

question your interpretation of the Torah?” – Nicodemus 

Pray – Thank your heavenly Father for accepting and loving us even with 
all of our brokenness. 

  

 


