
Episode 4: The Perfect Opportunity 
Quick Summary  
We’re introduced to Simon the Zealot and the Feast of the Tabernacles. The disciples travel to 
outside of Jerusalem for the feast. They face some unexpected opposition- like building anger 
and tension against Jesus. Jesus performs a miracle. The tension between Simon and Matthew 
isn’t resolved just yet, and the others, including John, agree that what Matthew did while 
working for the Romans was wrong. The conflict will likely continue to affect the group’s 
dynamic going further. The confusion of Jesus’ followers will also be further explored as they 
grapple with the concept of faith in their own way.               It’s really interesting to see the 
Zealots, Pharisees, and Disciples together- especially when they’re discussing different 
interpretations of scripture.  

Read it in the Bible 
Exodus 20:8-11; Psalm 69 (David’s writing on the consuming ‘zeal for your house’); Zephaniah 
3:17-20; Zechariah 8:20-23; Zechariah 14:16 (Prophecy about all the nations celebrating the 
Feast of the Tabernacles) Viewing the  Bible Project’s video overview of the book of Zechariah 
might be helpful; John 5:1-30 (Jesus heals a man at the pool and is questioned by the Jewish 
leaders)  
 
Characters  
Jesus, the disciples, Simon the Zealot, Jesse (the invalid), Shmuel (Pharisee), Atticus (Roman 
inspector), Rufus (Roman procurator), Zealots  
 
Getting Started 

1. What is your one BIG question from this episode? (What captured your imagination 
most, and what would you ask God about the events portrayed?)  

2. What was your favorite moment from this episode? 
3. What observations did you make while watching this episode? 
4. Was there a scene or truth that impacted you emotionally? 
5. What quote from this episode was the most meaningful/impactful to you? Why? 
6. What was confusing to you about this episode?  
7. Which characters stood out to you most? Which were most interesting? Most moving? 

 
Discussion Questions 

1. This episode is rich in providing context and understanding of the Jews’ religious culture 
and history, helping us have perspective on the world Jesus ministered in. Some of the 
subjects covered are deep and worth further reading for your growth: - Teachings about 
the Sabbath - The Festival of Booths - The Rise and Concerns of the Pharisees - The 
Zealots and their goals. In the meantime, what can you conclude about each of these 
based on this episode? 



2. How could the Pharisees, Zealots, and others interpret the same scripture passages so 
differently? What do you rely on to help you interpret the scriptures? 

3. The disciples talk about the feast and sleeping outside to be a great leveler of man. The 
poor, the rich- everyone faces the same difficulties. What did Mary say it was to remind 
them of and why is it necessary to have that reminder? 

4. The religious elite and the religious extreme were both missing out on the miracles of 
Jesus. Jesse’s hope was misplaced but why do you think he still experienced the miracle 
and what was the significance of that? 

5. Simon the Zealot and Jesse (invalid by the Pool of Bethesda) are creatively connected as 
brothers in this episode. How did the back story give insight into the misery of Jesse 
whom John 5:5 tells us had been disabled for 38 years? How might his presence at the 
Pool of Bethesda indicate his desire to be healed?  

6. What was the stated goal of the Zealots? Why were they able to justify murder? How 
can someone be so passionate for God and be so wrong as to how to please Him? (Mark 
15:7 hints that Barabbas may have been a Zealot.)  

7. As you witnessed the disciples’ preparation for the Festival of Booths, what thoughts did 
you have about the significance of religious tradition/heritage? About how Jews 
experienced God in community?  

8. Jesus knew who He was looking for at the pool. He went seeking Jesse. Who is the Jesse 
in your life? Why? (Answer from his brother’s perspective and from Jesus’ perspective.)  

9. Who is the Simon in your life? (Answer from his brother’s perspective and from Jesus’ 
perspective.) 

10. Jesus told Jesse the pool had nothing to offer him. What do you find yourself turning to 
time and again that cannot satisfy/ provide/help you? In what ways do you turn to a 
“pool” instead of Jesus?  

11. As Jesse carried out his mat, he was confronted by Shmuel who accused him of working 
on the Sabbath. How did this example of ‘legalism gone rogue’ impact you? How/when 
might you be guilty of a similar mindset?  

 
Quotes 
 “You're not coming back here. That life is over. Everything changes now.” - Jesus  
“I know a thing or two about prophecies that sound impossible.” – Mary 
“Everyone has wandered in the wilderness at some point.” - Jesus 
 
Add your favorites here: 
 
 
Closing Prayer based on Psalm 139 (read responsively) 
 
Oh Lord, you have searched us and known us. 
  You know when we sit down and when we rise up; 
you discern our thoughts from far away. 
  You search out our path and our lying down, 



and are acquainted with all our ways. 
  

We praise you, O living God, for you know us completely and love us completely. 
  
You have created us good and holy, lending your image in the act of creation. 
Again and again, we have fallen away, and you have brought us back with words of grace.                   
We have hidden from mystery of your presence, and you have found us, again and again, and 
repeated the call, “Follow me.” You bring peace into the chaos we create; You bring hope into 
the webs of doubt we spin; You bring your holy spirit into the corners of our lives. 

 Even before a word is on our tongues,                                                                                                         
 O Lord, you know it completely.                                                                                                                                                               
You hem us in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon us. 
  
We praise you, O living God, for you know us completely and love us completely. 
 
 We pray for the world wrapped in your love, for the people and places dear to our hearts, and 
for the ones known only to yours.   For those who are cold, whether in body or in spirit: Bring 
the warmth only you can provide, and move us to share the warmth we can provide. For those 
who are hungry, thirsty, grieving or ill: Bring the comfort only you can provide, and help us to 
share the comfort we can provide. 

Hear our prayers, O Living God, for you know us completely and love us completely. 
  
Where can we go from your spirit? 
  Or where can we flee from your presence? 
If we take the wings of the morning 
  and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 
even there your hand shall lead us, 
  and your right hand shall hold us fast. 
  
In the name of the one who was Love made flesh, Amen. 
 
 

  


