
Episode 6: Unlawful 
Quick Summary  
We’re back with Jesus and the disciples and camp. It’s not going well. Mary has left camp. 
Someone’s arrested. And the food is scarce. It’s hard to understand why God is letting the 
disciples experience this. Jesus reminds us that God is the Lord of the Sabbath- that He is in 
control. That He loves people. It was a really beautiful episode. 
*Parents should be aware that there is a joke about sex and a scene with betting and possible 
trauma triggers.* 

Read it in the Bible  
1 Samuel 21:1-9 (David gets bread for his men from the temple) Luke 6:6-11; Psalm 19:7 
Psalm 20:7; Hosea 6:6; Matthew 9:14-16; Matthew 12:1-18; Mark 2:18-27 (Breaking the laws of 
the Sabbath); Matthew 9:1-12 (God desiring mercy over sacrifice) John 8:1-3 

Characters 
Jesus, Mary Magdalene, Ramah, David, Abiathar, Matthew, Peter, Pharisees (Schmuel, Yanni), 
Elam (man with withered hand)  
 
Getting Started 

1. What is your one BIG question from this episode? (What captured your imagination 
most, and what would you ask God about the events portrayed?)  

2. What was your favorite moment from this episode? 
3. What quote from this episode was the most meaningful/impactful to you? Why? 
4. What was confusing to you about this episode?  
5. Which characters stood out to you most? Which were most interesting? Most 

moving? What character did you most identify with? Why?  
6. What struck you most about this particular video session?  
7. Was there any scene or truth that impacted you emotionally? What was it, explain? 
 

 
Discussion Questions  

1. So much is going on in this episode! • The search for Mary by Peter and Matthew • 
Mary’s restoration • John the Baptist’s arrest • Pharisees plotting • Healing of man with 
withered hand Which of these stories within the story was most powerful to you and 
why?  

2. How did you feel about Mary’s storyline in this episode? While the search for Mary 
Magdalene and her fall from grace are not a part of scripture, what IS true about how 
Jesus searches for the lost and restores the sinner? Support your thoughts with 
scripture. How have you experienced forgiveness from the Lord? 

3. Have you thought before about the irony of the disciples being hungry following the 
Bread of Life? How do you think you would have responded to a situation like that? 



Mary said to Peter, “He already fixed me once. I’m broke again. I can’t face him.” It’s a 
common fear after our failure. Have you ever felt that, and how did you press through 
it? What would you tell someone who feels that they can’t face Jesus because of their 
failure? 

4. Some have expressed concern about the creative license with dialogue and story that 
The Chosen sometimes displays. Why is it important to be able to distinguish between 
what is in the scriptural narrative and what is not?  

5. The Pharisees are seen plotting and squabbling about Jesus. Why are they so concerned 
about Him? What do you like about them? What do you dislike?  

6. Phillip and Andrew are hit hard by the news of John the Baptist’s arrest. Jesus also is 
emotional over it. Mary is missing. The food supply is short. Things seem bad. How do 
we respond when things seem to be falling apart around us? Why were the disciples 
shocked by Jesus’ decision to “pray” about things? Why is it hard for us to see prayer as 
a first step toward dealing with life’s issues?  

7. The episode began with a flashback to David. It ends with the disciples eating grain. 
What was Jesus’ teaching about the Sabbath and our relationship to it?  

8. Where are you too legalistic with your faith? Where can you be more understanding and 
compassionate this week? 

Quotes 

 “What if you were cut off from Jesus by something in your past? Would you want help 
getting back to him as soon as possible?” - Matthew  

“Did you really think he would never struggle or sin again?” – Jesus 

“That’s not much of a redemption if it can be lost in a day.” - Jesus 

Add your favorites here: 
 
 

Closing Prayer 
“Come on, let us return to you, O LORD 
Even though you allow us to hurt ourselves by our impure thoughts and actions, you promise to 
heal us. 
Even though we can be hit hard, only you can put us right again and you will. 
In a couple of days, we’ll feel better and you’ll have made us brand-new, 
Alive and on our feet, fit to face you. 
O God, we’re ready to study you more and more, eager for knowledge of you. 
As sure as dawn breaks, so sure is your daily arrival. You come as rain comes, as fresh rain 
replenishes the ground.” 



****** 
We don’t want to be like Ephraim and Judah declarations of love last no longer than morning 
mist and predawn dew. 
Thank you for the prophets of yesterday and those of today who shake us to attention. 
Wake us up to your ways and your will, let them blaze like light so we can’t miss them. 
Help us to remember that you desire our steadfast love, not sacrifice, you desire for us to know 
you more each day, not just pacify you with outward allegiance when our hearts are not yours. 
You seek our trust and faith, our obedience and our hearts. We want that as well. Make it so 
Lord!  Amen.  
 
 

  


