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You are invited to attend any worship
service that weekend to receive a

special backpack blessing and backpack
tag. Funded by the Sheridan Foundation,
Sunday morning will also include:

+ Lunch (Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Chips)

Weekend Worship

Scriptures

August 8/9

Set Intentions
Mark 6:30-46

August 15/16
Thankful

Romans 7:14-25a
August 22/23
Action
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
August 29/30
Receive Feedback
Ephesians 3:14-21

September 5/6

Try Again
2 Corinthians 4:1-18

Backpack Sunday

Celebration
Sun., Aug. 9
10am-noon

« Balloon Art
« Outdoor Activities
« Carnival Games with Prizes

August 2026

New Worship Series: START

OST TIMES THE FIRST STEP IS THE HARDEST. We struggle to get started,
but at this time of year... well, the calendar pretty much leads us!
Things are going to start no matter what!

So how can we start well? We have so many things that motivate us.
We want to be in control. We want to do what peers, other people or
families are doing. We want to succeed! If we are able to step back and
listen to words, we hear a lot of “we want...” and that sounds like it is
all about us!

Also, when we step back and really look at who we want to become,
we realize that, in our experience, the people who are all about
themselves are really not the people we like nor want to emulate. And
then we feel stuck!

How do we start? Where do we start?

God’s Word has much to teach us for our practical lives. Even more,
it has a great deal of wisdom on how we should set our direction at the
start of the journeys of our lives. We remain amazed at how practical
God’s Word is!

As the school year begins, let us chart our course well by looking
at the Biblical principles of STARTing well! We will Set intentions, be
Thankful, Act, Receive feedback and Try again.

Come worship together as a family of faith this August and hear
practical words about starting well! We will grow and support one
another. Praise be to God for a good START!
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Church Family Support and News

FIRST STEPS TO BAPTISM CLASS
The First Steps to Baptism Class is typically the last Sunday of the month at 11:15am. This class is for those wanting to have
their children baptized at Sheridan. Please RSVP for the class to k.paisley@sheridanlutheran.org. You may schedule your child’s
baptism with the office prior to participating in the class.

WEDDINGS
Interested in holding your wedding at Sheridan?

Visit sheridanlutheran.org/weddings Contact t.crew@
sheridanlutheran.org for scheduling or other questions.

FOR THOSE GRIEVING OR PLANNING FUNERALS
Please contact the church office at 402-423-4769.

PASTORAL CARE

Contact the church office at 402-423-4769: Monday-
Thursday; 8am - 4pm & Friday; 8am-noon. In case of
emergencies (death of a loved one or if immediate assistance
is needed) after hours call 402-423-4769 and press option 4.

HoSPITAL VISITS
Members of the visitation team make daily visits to Lincoln
area hospitals to offer support, encouragement and prayer.
Call the church at 402-423-4769 to schedule a visit. Please

do not rely on the hospital to notify the church. Submit a prayer: sheridanlutheran.org/prayer

If you have a baptism, birth, wedding, sympathy or other Steve (Linda) McGinnis, Stephanie (Ryan) Schlotfeld and

milestone to share, please call the church office at 402-423-4769.
We are happy to share your news with our church family in the
monthly Scroll. Submissions are due by the 15th of the month.

Birth
Scottie Rene Dyke daughter of Alex & Justin;
Hudson Cole Zila son of Justin & Katie.

Baptism

Tatum Linn Smith daughter of Sydnie & Tanner;

Kylah Josephine Patefield daughter of Krista & Jason;

Isaac Christopher Warneke son of Chris Warneke &
Stephanie Stodola.

Sympathy

Jeff (Amber) Barclay and family on the death of father/
grandfather William “Bill” Barclay;

Barbara Beall, Jennifer Beall and families on the death
of husband/father John Beall;

Lanell (Ted) Carpenter on the death of mother Helen
Kling;

Barbara Johnson, Becky (Coby) Boring and families on
the death of mother/grandmother Ruth Sherman;

Family and friends of Becky Robeson;

Patricia (Duane) Lemke, Jeremy (Angela) Lemke,
Andrea (Matt) Meens and families on the death of
father/grandfather Milford Heller;

Micah (Kristin), Brock (Hailey), Addi Palmer and
families on the death of mother/grandmother/great-
grandmother Mary Palmer;

families on the deaths of parents/grandparents/great-
grandparents Doris & Roger McGinnis;
Mike (Deb) Wagner and family on the death of mother
Lylas Wagner.

Connections Café to Reopen Aug. 2

Sundays; 9:30-11:30am

Wednesdays, beginning Sept. 16; 6:30-7:45pm

Come and enjoy a coffee beverage or fruit smoothie. Some
of the sale proceeds + tips go to benefit our wonderful
mission partners of the month.

Women's Summertime Gathering

Wed., Aug. 5; 6-8 pm; Family Life Center

Register by Aug. 2: sheridanlutheran.org/next

Gather your friends and sisters and join us for the annual
Summertime Women's Gathering. We'll start the evening
off with a salad supper. Natalie Elsberry from OF THE EARTH
FLorALs will be our speaker. Bring your favorite salad to
share, we'll provide the rest. If you choose not to bring a
salad, we are collecting towels for Lutheran World Relief
(darker color bath or hand towels of light to medium
weight) and individually wrapped bars of soap.

Wednesdays @ the Well Cook Needed

Info: a.wagner@sheridanlutheran.org

We are hiring a part-time cook to plan, prepare and manage
our weekly Wednesdays @ the Well meals from September-
April. Must have previous food service experience and
Wednesday afternoon and evening availability.
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Worship With Us May 2026 Financials:

BUDGETED
SATURDAY SUNDAY WEDNESDAY (SEPT.-APRIL) General Fund $158,750.00
5:30pm 8:45 & 10am 6pm INCOME

General Fund $150,564.60
Sunday 10am worship is also livestreamed on Facebook, YouTube and our Mission $279,035.04
website with worship resources online: sheridanlutheran.org/live Sunday School YTD $742.98

NURSERY is available Sundays from 9:45-11am. Readiness Fund YTD 380,081.66

SERMON & SPECIAL MUSIC VIDEOS can be watched on Sheridan’s Vimeo June 2026 Financials:
channel at vimeo.com/sheridanluthink. You may also watch a condensed version
. . BUDGETED
of our weekend worship on Spectrum channel 1302 on Fridays at 12:30pm and
Sundavs at 11:30am General Fund $155,750.00
undays :30am. esE
*********************************************************** General Fund $157,237.81
Mission $33,624.22
Staff Updates Sunday School YTD $767.98

CHLOE WOLBERT has accepted the position of Children's Readiness Fund YTD $90,142.06

Ministry Associate and will assume the responsibilities

previously held by Melissa Coburn. Chloe has worked with 2026 Attendance:

the Sheridan Nursery for nearly four years and has been WEEK WKND WKLY

actively involved in Sheridan's youth ministry, Vacation May 2/3 308 924 1232

Bible School, and other church program. After graduating May 9/10 60 1001 1061

from high school this spring, she plans to pursue her May 16/17 75 938 1013

degree at the University of Nebraska - Lincoln. May 23/24 38 872 910
May 30/31 48 959 1007

Youth Mission Trip Sponsor Celebration 2026 average 939 1045

Sun., Aug. 2; 7-9pm; Family Life Center 2025 average 915 1049

RSVP by July 29: sheridanlutheran.org/next YRER TR YRy

On behalf of the youth and families of our congregation, we want to thank June 6/7 60 997 1057

all those sponsors who generously supported the 2026 Youth Mission Trip to June 13/14 61 919 980

Montana this summer! We would like to invite you to an evening of celebration. June 20/21 56 946 1002

We will enjoy fellowship, dessert, stories from the trip and a special trip video. June 27/28 49 919 968
2026 average 945 1002

Backpack Celebration 2025 averaze 934 1006

Sun., Aug. 9; 10am-noon; Outdoors

Info: sheridanlutheran.org/backpack-sunday In-Kind Donations

Your family is invited to attend any worship service that weekend to receive Barnabas Community

a special backpack blessing and backpack tag. No registration necessary. Please bring all items for

Following Sunday worship, enjoy a fellowship event funded by the Sheridan Barnabas to the outdoor

Foundation. Activities throughout the morning include: free lunch, balloon art, collection bins by the garage

temporary tattoos, carnival games with prizes and more! If you would like to nearest the 70* Street parking lot

volunteer an hour of your time, sign up on the website. entrance or to the Free Store at
931 Saunders Ave. during store

Called to Care: Care Ministry Celebration hours:

Sun., Aug. 23; 11:15am; Outreach Center Tuesdays: 8:30am-3pm

RSVP: sheridanlutheran.org/next Thursdays: 9am-noon, 6-8pm

Find out the ways we care for one another at Sheridan as we gather for Saturdays: 10am-2pm

fellowship and hear stories of how our Visitation, Prayer Chain, Prayer Shawl, Cash donations are always welcome

and Meal Ministries keep us connected. If you are currently serving or have and needed to meet immediate needs.

served in the past, we want to show our appreciation and recognize you as well.

Mission: We are a community of Christ’s faithful followers, who have been called by God to love deeply, grow spiritually and share abundantly!


http://sheridanlutheran.org/watch-online
http://vimeo.com/sheridanluthlnk
http://sheridanlutheran.org/next
http://sheridanlutheran.org/backpack-sunday
http://sheridanlutheran.org/next

page 4 / faith formation

Training Opportunities

Faith Formation Volunteer Training
Wed., Aug. 19; 6-8pm; Family Life Center
RSVP by Aug. 14: sheridanlutheran.org/next
We invite all who are volunteering in the following areas to join us
for an evening of training and fellowship:

Adult Education

Children's Ministry (youth shepherds or adult volunteers)
Babies in Christ Mentoring

Children's Music

Confirmation Small Groups

Youth Ministry (adult volunteers)

Sheridan offers educational programs
for children and adults. For a full

listing of programs, visit us online at
sheridanlutheran.org or call the church

This event will give current and new volunteers an opportunity to
commit their time and talent for the new season. Dinner will be provided.

office. Childcare is available upon request.
Ongoing Adult Studies TSafe Gatherings & Policy Training
ues., Aug. 25; 6:30-8pm; Room 316
& Care GroupS Registration & Info: sheridanlutheran.org/safegatherings
« Holv Yoda As a community of faith, Sheridan is committed to keeping our
yYog children safe. For more than twelve years, all of our staff, Council
Select Sundays; 4pm; Room 316 and volunteers who work with youth and children have participated
Facilitated by Wendy Samson. in training to protect our children from sexual abuse and to protect
- Parkinson's Disease Support Group themselves from allegations of abuse. In addition to the above face to face
4* Sundays; 2pm; Great Room training dates, new or renewing volunteers will have an at home training
Led by Sally Neville & Joyce Starr. {ti; background check to complete prior to gathering in person. Both of
. ese training components provide participants with the tools to keep
- Men's Cancer Support Group children safe. If every adult can protect just one child, we will forever
2" Mondays; 6:30pm; Room 646 & Zoom change one life and if we can all change one life, together we can make a
Facilitated by Don Belau. difference in this generation of children.

- Sheridan Quilters
1+t & 3 Tuesdays; 9am; Outreach Center

Led by Mickey Tuttle.

- Moms of Grace Holy Yoga Theology Roundtable
2" & 4th Tuesdays; 7pm; Room 646 Sun., Aug. 9 & 23; 4pm; Room 316 1t Thursdays; 12:15pm; Offsite
Facilitated by Logan Spilker. Childcare: sheridanlutheran.org/holy-yoga Info: sheridanlutheran.org/next

- Wednesday Women's Bible Study ~ Take time this month and enjoy this Explore meaningful conversations that
Begins Wed., Sept. 9; 9:30am; Room 646 faith-based yoga class led by Wendy cross the boundaries of religion while
Facilitated by Cheryl Stubbendieck. Samson, featuring scripture from examining a variety of worldviews.

- GriefShare weekend worship. Bring a water bottle, Through thought-provoking
Thursdays; 6:30-8:30pm; Zoom mat, and block; extras available. RSVP  discussions and book studies, this
Facilitated by Carol Petersen. for childcare by the Sunday prior. group encourages learning, questions,

- Theology Roundtable and respectful dialogue. All adults are
1 Thursdays; 12:15pm; Offsite Moms of Grace welcome at anytime. Please complete
Led by Phil Euler & Carol Rustad. 2" & 4" Tuesdays; 7pm; Room 646 the online form to receive location

- Saturday Men’s Bible Study Info: sheridanlutheran.org/next information and updates.
2nd & 4th Saturdays; 7:30am; Room 522 You're invited to learn, pray and
Facilitated by Wes Oestreich. support each other in the incredible New Fall Studies Comin g

- Sheridan Cardmakers journey of parenting. Join when your  Info: sheridanlutheran.org/adults
Sat., Sept. 19; 2pm; Room 522 schedule allows. RSVP for childcare Check out upcoming bulletins, Scroll
Facilitated by Cheryl Stubbendieck. by the Sunday prior. and website for more details.
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Faith Formation Opportunities

Children's Faith Formation
Please register so that we can
adequately prepare for classes.
Registration: sheridanlutheran.org/next

Sunday Children's Ministry

begins Sept. 13; 10am

* Classes for children 3 years old by
July 31 (& potty trained) — grade 5

Wednesday Children's Ministry
begins Sept. 16; 6:30pm
e Toddler Music Class (18 mo —
age 3 + adult)
¢ PreK & K Classes
* Grades 1 -5 Classes
* WAM: Worship & Music (grades
1-5)

Faith Stepping Stones
Workshops through Grade 5 are
for parents and children together.

Upcoming Faith Stepping

Stones Workshops

Register: sheridanlutheran.org/fss

Faith Stepping Stones are special

markers, grounded in the Bible and

nurturing faith in everyday life. Each
includes an at-home option, and
children who missed a previous
workshop are welcome to participate.

« Grade 3 -The Bible
Sun., Aug. 16; 9-11am; Great Room
At Baptism, parents promise to
place the Holy Scriptures in their
children’s hands. To support parents
in their promise, Sheridan offers a
parent and child Bible workshop to
children in grade 3 or older.

« Entrance into Faith Formation
Blessing & Open House for Three
Year Olds
Sun., Aug. 23; 9:30-11:30am
Three-year-olds and their parents
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Youth Ministry

High School Youth (Grades 9-12)

Info: sheridanlutheran.org/HSYG

¢ Sunday Youth Group begins
Sept. 13; 11:15am; Room 522

* Wednesday Youth Group begins
Sept. 16; Worship - 6pm;
Youth Group - 6:30-7:30pm;
Great Room

Middle School Youth (Grades 6-8)

Info: sheridanlutheran.org/MSYG

¢ Confirmation begins Sept. 16;
6:30-7:30pm; Worship Center

Confirmation is a three-year journey

for youth in grades 6-8, to grow in

faith through Bible study, Lutheran

teachings, service and small group

connection.

¢ Youth Group begins Oct. 11; 2"
Sundays; 11:15am; Great Room
(No Youth Group in March)

are invited for a blessing during
worship to mark their entry into
faith formation. Each child will be
gifted a Bible. An open house will
take place in Room 104 and families
are invited to stop in to visit the
room, participate in an activity and
meet the teachers.

Toddler Music Class

(18 mo —age 3 + adult)
Wednesdays, beginning Sept. 16; 6:30-7pm;
Room 111

Info: j.anderson@sheridanlutheran.org
Register: sheridanlutheran.org/next

This class is for young children who
are not yet attending preschool
classes. Families spend 30 minutes
singing songs, learning finger rhymes,
and engaging in age-appropriate
instrument activities. Come join in
anytime throughout the year!

WAM: Worship And Music
(Grades 1-5)

Wednesdays, beginning Sept. 16; 6:30pm;
Room 113

Register: sheridanlutheran.org/next

This class is for kids who love to
make music and lead worship!
Students rotate through music stations
of vocals, drums, boomwhackers and
bells. This choir occasionally leads
worship on a Wednesday night and
sings for worship on Sunday morning.
Children are welcome to come and go.

Confirmation Registration
Info: sheridanlutheran.org/confirmation
Register for the 2026-2027
confirmation year by Aug. 16. Visit us
online to receive information about
upcoming orientations and retreats.
Upcoming Confirmation Orientations:
® Grade 8: Sun., Aug. 30
* Grade 6 & 7: Wed., Sept. 2
® Grade 6 Retreat: Sun., Sept. 13

Children’s & Youth Ministry
Volunteers
Volunteer: sheridanlutheran.org/volunteer
We're looking for caring, reliable
mentors to encourage young people in
a welcoming environment. Volunteers
receive training and resources to feel
confident in their role. Opportunities
for youth and adults available
on Sunday mornings (10am) and
Wednesday evenings (6:30pm).
Volunteer Trainings:
¢ Faith Formation Volunteer Training;:
Wed., Aug. 19
* Safe Gatherings (two-year renewal):
Tues., Aug. 25

High School Coffee Hours
Tues., Sept. 8; 2:30-4:30pm; Scooters (84t
& Van Dorn)

Youth (grades 9-12) are invited to join
Cambry for coffee and fellowship.
Watch our Instagram and bi-weekly
eNews for location updates each
month. Coffee drinks provided.

Mission: We are a community of Christ’s faithful followers, who have been called by God to love deeply, grow spiritually and share abundantly!
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2026-2027 Backpack Program

In Lincoln Public Schools,
approximately 51% of students
qualify for the free & reduced
lunch program in 2025. Many
of these students go hungry
on the weekends, when
school breakfast and lunch
isn’t available. To help meet
this need, we take part in the
Backpack Program, a joint
program between area churches,

@

Back?ac!g

LPS and other community school systems, and the Food Bank of Lincoln.
Through this program, 2,370 students and their families in Lincoln were fed
each week during the 2025-2026 school year.

Throughout the past school year, Sheridan provided a weekly bag of
food for 75 students at Holmes Elementary. Each bag includes shelf-stable
food items, fresh fruit, and a voucher for milk, bread and/or eggs. Your
financial gifts toward this ministry are greatly appreciated! We also have a
dedicated team of individuals who pack these bags and deliver them to the
school each week, and we are always looking for more willing volunteers.

The cost for one student for an entire school year is $275. If you would
like to make a financial gift toward the Backpack Program or volunteer your
time, please stop by the table in the Great Hall on August 8/9 and 15/16 or

contact Pastor Sarah.

Donate or Volunteer: sheridanlutheran.org/missions

Donation Bins & Noisy
Offering
Info: s.ruch@sheridanlutheran.org
In August, we will continue to
support Lutheran World Relief
with donations, Noisy Offering and
Connections Café Tips.
- Donation Bins
We will collect Personal Care Kits in
the donation bins at doors 1, 2, and 4.
You are welcome to donate individual
items or a full kit. Each kit includes
the following items:
e 1LIGHT-WEIGHT, BATH-SIZE TOWEL
+ 2 BATH-SIZE BARS OF GENTLE SOAP (NO
MINI OR HOTEL SIZE BARS)
» 1ADULT-SIZE TOOTHBRUSH (IN ORIGINAL
PACKAGING)
* 1STURDY, LARGE COMB
¢ TMETAL NAIL CLIPPER

Thank You For Your Support!
Thank you for supporting our
Lutheran World Relief Quilting
Ministry through your fabric
donations. Cotton fabrics are
preferred, and LWR cannot accept
fabrics with flags, patriotic or
religious symbols (including
camouflage), or religious holiday
imagery.

September Community Night
Wed., Sept. 9; 6:30-7:30pm; Family Life
Center

Info: s.ruch@sheridanlutheran.org

You're invited to a special Community
Night, where we will serve together
by packing meals for Heartland

Kids Against Hunger. This is a great
opportunity for individuals and

families to make a meaningful impact
here in Nebraska by helping provide
nutritious meals for those in need. Our
goal is 35,000 meals, so come lend a
hand and connect with others!

Volunteer Opportunities
Sign Up: sheridanlutheran.org/volunteer
+OneSent Market & Connections
Café
Info: a.wagner@sheridanlutheran.org
Volunteers are needed to extend
hospitality through our OneSent
Market and Connections Café once a
month. Training provided.
+ Worship Techs
Info: j.dill@sheridanlutheran.org
Worship tech volunteers are needed
for all areas, especially camera and
soundboard operators! Open to high
schoolers and adults. Training is
provided at your own pace.
«Hospital Visitation
Info: c.peterson@sheridanlutheran.org
Sheridan members and pastors are
assigned specific day(s) to visit those
hospitalized or in short term rehab.
They bring the love and prayers of
the church family and provide daily
updates for the pastoral care team.

Attention Thrivent Members

« NEW! Choice Dollars

Info: thrivent.com

Thrivent members have access

to Choice Dollars to designate to
ministries of their choice. At Sheridan,
Thrivent Choice Dollars help support
the baptism ministry, retreat and
mission trip scholarships, confirmation,
camperships, meal ministry and more.

« Action Teams

Info: a.wagner@sheridanlutheran.org
Each Thrivent benefit member has
access to up to two $250 dollars to
lead a volunteer team in a fundraiser,
service activity or educational event.
Many ministries at Sheridan and
beyond use these opportunities to
further the impact by helping to lower
associated costs.
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You're Invited: Sheridan at the Zoo

Sun., Sept. 13; 2:30-5pm; Lincoln Children's Zoo
Cost: $10/person or free with Zoo membership
Register by Sept. 9: sheridanlutheran.org/zoo

All families are invited to a fun afternoon at the zoo. Please RSVP by Sept.
9; late RSVPs cannot be accepted. Please include all participating adults and
children in your registration, whether or not you have a zoo membership.

Children under 2 are free.

Confirmation Small Group
Leaders Needed

Info: m.oetken@sheridanlutheran.org
We are in need of caring adults to
lead Confirmation small groups.

We invite you to discern if God is
calling you to this ministry; you will
be equipped and supported. These
leaders will walk with incoming

grade 6 youth for the next three years.

Youth Worship Arts

Info: sheridanlutheran.org/worshiparts
Youth grades 6-12 are invited

to participate in our various
Wednesdays @ the Well worship arts
ministries including Praise Team
(vocal & instrumental), tech, drama,
dance and worship leaders (Scripture
reader & Apostles' Creed leader).
All those interested in Praise Team
are invited to open rehearsals on

Wed., Sept. 2 and 9 from 7:30-8:30pm.

Please share which of these ministries

you would like to be a part of by

contacting the respective leaders:

* Praise Team: Treyson Rassfeld
t.rassfeld@sheridanlutheran.org

e Tech Team: Jacob Dill
jdill@sheridanlutheran.org

¢ Dance Ministry: Emily Fullerton
sheridanlutheran.org/youthserve

¢ Drama Ministry & Worship Leaders:

Diane Dames
d.dames@sheridanlutheran.org

Walk the Camino in 2027

Trip Dates: May 24-June 3/4, 2027

Info: sheridanlutheran.org/camino27
The Camino de Santiago is a famous
pilgrimage walk in Spain, with routes
converging on the tomb of St. James.
It's a spiritual and scenic journey for
people of all faiths and backgrounds.

A deposit of $550 is required by Sept.
15 to hold your spot. The first 13
pilgrims are guaranteed a spot.

First Steps to Baptism

Sun., Aug. 30; 11:15am; Conference Room
RSVP: k.paisley@sheridanlutheran.org
Baptism is a big event! To help
prepare for this special time, parents
are asked to attend this class that
teaches about the Sacrament of Holy
Baptism, gives you an opportunity
to meet other families and offers
encouragement for you as Christian
parents.

Women's Book Discussion
Wed., Sept. 9; 6:30pm; Conference Room
THEO OF GOLDEN has been

selected as the first book to kick
off our discussion this fall. This
heartwarming literary fiction novel
by Allen Levi is the story about an
enigmatic, elderly Portuguese man
who arrives in a small Southern
town for a single year. Through
simple acts of generosity, he changes
the community by truly listening
to the people he meets. Books are
available in OneSent.

Coffee & Fellowship

Sundays; Family Life Center

You're invited for coffee, donut
holes and fellowship in the Family
Life Center following each Sunday
worship service! It's a great
opportunity to connect with friends
and meet new ones in a warm and
inviting atmosphere.

Connect With Us on
Social Media
CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

ﬂ facebook.com/groups/
ChildrensMinistrySLC

HIGH scHOOL YOUTH MINISTRY
ﬂ facebook.com/groups/
sheridan_youth

E_Eﬂ @sheridan_youth

Mission: We are a community of Christ’s faithful followers, who have been called by God to love deeply, grow spiritually and share abundantly!
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Contact us:

Phone: 402-423-4769

Email: info@sheridanlutheran.org
Website: sheridanlutheran.org

Church Leadership:
For a complete staff and council
listing, please visit our website at

sheridanlutheran.org.

2026 EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
President: Arlis Plummer

Vice President: Derrick Niederklein
At Large: Randy Hawthorne

At Large: Kathy Fleming
Secretary: Diane Waters
Treasurer: Jennie Scheel

LEADERSHIP STAFF
Senior Pastor: Greg Bouvier
Associate Pastor: Michelle Oetken
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God Sighting: Flowing Together in Christ
By Cambry Waddell, Youth Ministry Coordinator

As I reflect on our 2026 Youth Mission Trip to Montana, I continue to
be amazed by the ways God was at work in and through our youth. We
often pray that mission trips will change lives, but this year we had the
privilege of watching hearts open in ways that only the Holy Spirit could
orchestrate.

Throughout the week, our youth stepped into spaces of incredible
vulnerability. They shared stories of family members battling illness,
loved ones struggling with addiction, fears of not being accepted, and
the weight of feeling alone. What was so beautiful wasn't that these
struggles suddenly disappeared, but that no one had to carry them
alone anymore. As walls came down, our group became more than
just students and leaders traveling together, we truly became a church
family. They listened without judgment, prayed over one another,
laughed together, cried together, and reminded each other that they are
deeply loved by God.

The presence of the Holy Spirit was undeniable. You could see it
in late-night conversations, hear it in worship, and feel it in the quiet
moments when youth encouraged one another with compassion beyond
their years. God was weaving together relationships that I know will
continue long after the trip ended.

One of my favorite moments came during our day at Glacier
National Park. As we sat together beside the crystal-clear waters of
Lake MacDonald, we reflected on something incredible: this water had
connected our entire week. The lake at Glacier flows into the river where
we experienced whitewater rafting. That same river continues onto the
lands of the tribes we served earlier in the week. Those waters eventually
feed into the lake that rests beside the camp where we worshiped,
served, laughed and grew together.

It became such a powerful reminder that God connects us in ways we
don't often notice. Though our stories and struggles may look different,
we are all part of something much bigger than ourselves. Just as those
waters flow together, God's love continually draws His people together.

None of us returned home perfect. We still carry questions, burdens,
and brokenness. But we also returned knowing something even more
important, that we are perfectly loved in the eyes of our Creator. Our
worth is not found in having it all together but in belonging to Christ,
who calls each of us His own.

This trip reminded me that ministry is not simply about the places
we go or the projects we complete. It is about witnessing God transform
hearts, build community, and remind us that we never walk alone.
Thanks be to God for the ways He continues to move through the lives of
our youth and for the gift of being connected by His grace.


mailto:info%40sheridanlutheran.org?subject=
http://sheridanlutheran.org
http://sheridanlutheran.org
http://facebook.com/sheridanluthlnk
http://twitter.com/sheridanluthLNK
http://instagram.com/sheridanluthLNK
http://sheridanlutheran.org/youtube
http://sheridanlutheran.org/podcast
http://sheridanlutheran.org/sermons
mailto:t.tryon%40sheridanlutheran.org?subject=Scroll%20submission
mailto:t.tryon%40sheridanlutheran.org?subject=Scroll%20submission
mailto:t.tryon%40sheridanlutheran.org?subject=Scroll%20submission
http://facebook.com/sheridanluthlnk
http://instagram.com/sheridanluthlnk
http://sheridanlutheran.org/youtube
http://sheridanlutheran.org/podcast

	From Page 1



