. the scroll

CHURCH a monthly publication of Sheridan Lutheran Church October 2026

this issue

2  Church Life

4  Adult Faith Formation
5 Children & Youth

6  Missions & Outreach
7  This & That

Weekend Worship
Scriptures

October 3/4
Taking the Kettle Off The Heat
Philippians 4:4-9
October 10/11

The Role Envy Plays
James 3:13-18

October 17/18

Greater Expectations
Mark 10:35-45

October 24/25

The Ripple Effect
John 13:12-17

October 31/November 1

All Saints Day
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

Special & Annual
Congregational

Meeting
Sun., Oct. 25; 11:15am
Come hear our ministry
accomplishments, receive an

update on the financial health of
the church and vote on various

elected church leadership

positions and vote on updated
church constitution.

L4,

TEAMME

of Lincoln a

TeamMates Mentoring at
Sheridan

AS WE DIG DEEP into the concept of “mattering” in worship, we come
to understand the power of unconditional positive regard. When
we just care for someone, especially a young person, with no agenda but
rather to simply understand and nurture them, we see improvement in
their life outcome.

TeamMates mentoring has been a community partner of Sheridan’s
for nearly two decades. The primary goal of TeamMates is to assign a
mentor to a child who has self-identified as wanting one. This adult is to
do nothing other than simply get to know, support and uplift that child.

Founded in 1991 by Tom and Nancy Osborne, TeamMates has more
than 1300 mentors in Lincoln Public Schools and thousands more
beyond our district. TeamMates has one goal, to positively impact the
world by inspiring youth to reach their full potential through mentoring.

____________________________________________________________

TeamMates Visit Sheridan
October 3 & 4; Great Hall
On the weekend of October 3 & 4, TeamMates of Lincoln will be at
Sheridan to share information about becoming a mentor. We invite you
to consider God’s call to this ministry. Learn more and talk to some
Sheridan mentors by stopping by the table in the Great Hall.

____________________________________________________________
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Church Family Support and News

FIRST STEPS TO BAPTISM CLASS

The First Steps to Baptism Class is typically the last Sunday of the month at 11:15am. This class is for those wanting to have
their children baptized at Sheridan. Please RSVP for the class to k.paisley@sheridanlutheran.org. You may schedule your child’s

baptism with the office prior to participating in the class.
WEDDINGS

Interested in holding your wedding at Sheridan?

Visit sheridanlutheran.org/weddings Contact t.crew@

sheridanlutheran.org for scheduling or other questions.

HoSPITAL VISITS
Members of the visitation team make daily visits to Lincoln
area hospitals to offer support, encouragement and prayer.
Call the church at 402-423-4769 to schedule a visit. Please
do not rely on the hospital to notify the church.

If you have a baptism, birth, wedding, sympathy or other
milestone to share, please call the church office at 402-423-4769.
We are happy to share your news with our church family in the
monthly Scroll. Submissions are due by the 15th of the month.

Birth
Finn William Spilker son of Logan & Bill.

Sympathy

Tracey (Tim) Domgard, Richard (Pam) Bornemeier,
Cooper (Alli) Domgard and family on the death of
mother/grandmother Jerry Bornemeier;

Darrell (Sue) Ebke and family on the death of mother
Arlene Ebke;

Friends and family on the death of Viola Wolf;

Matt (Lisa) Kasik and family on the death of brother
Randy Kasik;

Linda (Wes) Oestreich, Jeremy Oestreich, Mackenzie
Oestreich, John (Dannielle) Oestreich and family
on the death of sister/aunt Henrietta;

Brad (Cheri), Eric, Adam, Lucas and Anna Keester on
the death of father/grandfather Jack Keester;

Kim Pickering and family on the death of mother
Victoria Pickering;

Dick Spreier, Sherrie (Bryan) Tepe, Spencer Tepe,
and Tyler (Makayla) Tepe on the death of mother/
grandmother Elaine Spreier.

FOR THOSE GRIEVING OR PLANNING FUNERALS
Please contact the church office at 402-423-4769.

PASTORAL CARE

Contact the church office at 402-423-4769: Monday-
Thursday; 8am - 4pm & Friday; 8am-noon. In case of
emergencies (death of a loved one or if immediate assistance
is needed) after hours call 402-423-4769 and press option 4.

Submit a prayer: sheridanlutheran.org/prayer

Welcome New Members

Seven new members are joining our family of faith. They
are Jeff Dannehl and Jessica Harms; Allison Garrett
Johnson, Kyle and Brooks Johnson; Daniel Rutkowski;
Chloe Wolbert.

Sheridan at Roca Berry Farm

Sun., Oct. 18; 3-5pm; Roca Berry Farm (Campfire #11 & #12)
Discounted Group Rate: $18.95

Register by Oct. 17: sheridanlutheran.org/next

You're invited to a fun fall outing for all ages at Roca Berry
Farm! Spend the day enjoying seasonal activities, exploring
the farm and making memories with friends and family.
Come for the fun, stay for the fellowship! Register by Oct. 17
to take advantage of discounted rates.

Annual Congregational Meeting

Sun., Oct. 25; 11:15am; Worship Center

Info: sheridanlutheran.org/annual-congregational-meeting

Please join us for a Special Congregational Meeting, followed
immediately by our Annual Meeting. Hear ministry
accomplishments, receive an update on the financial health
of the church, and vote on the proposed 2027 budget and
elected church leadership positions. These meetings will, in
part, cover required changes to our Sheridan Constitution,
which require a vote at two meetings. You can read more
about this entire process by following the link above.
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Worship With Us

SATURDAY
5:30pm

SUNDAY WEDNESDAY (SEPT.-APRIL)
8:45 & 10am 6pm

Sunday 10am worship is also livestreamed on Facebook, YouTube and our
website with worship resources online: sheridanlutheran.org/live

NURSERY is available Sundays from 9:45-11am.

SERMON & SPECIAL MUSIC VIDEOS can be watched on Sheridan’s Vimeo
channel at vimeo.com/sheridanluthink. You may also watch a condensed version
of our weekend worship on Spectrum channel 1302 on Fridays at 12:30pm and
Sundays at 11:30am.

Music Opportunities for Adults

Info: sheridanlutheran.org/worshiparts
- Celebration Choir in October

The Celebration Choir is a mixed choir open to all adults and high school youth.
Rehearsals are Wed., Oct. 14 & 21 at 7:30pm in the Music Room, singing in both
worship services on Sun., Oct. 25.
- Christmas Cantata

The annual Christmas Cantata will be on Sun., Dec. 6 at both worship services.
The choir will be joined by scripture readers, narrator and a full orchestra. High
school youth and older are welcome to sing! Our first rehearsal is Sun., Oct. 25
at 6pm. Rehearsals will continue on Wednesdays at 7:30pm.

Sheridan Work Day

Sat., Oct. 17; 8-11am

RSVP: sheridanlutheran.org/next

We're looking for 50 to 70 volunteers of all ages to assist with a variety of
projects around the church grounds. Be sure to dress appropriately for the
weather, as all activities will take place outdoors. Lunch will be provided with
RSVP. Meet outside of Door 1.

Sheridan Family Movie Night: Searching for Bobby Fischer

Fri., Oct. 16; 6:30pm-9pm; JOYO Theater

RSVP: sheridanlutheran.org/next

Gather the family or some friends and join us at the JOYO Theater for a Fall
Break Movie Night! We'll be watching SEARCHING FOR BOBBY FISCHER and
exploring themes from our NEVER ENOUGH sermon series: including competition,
expectations, family, identity, and the pressure to always be more. As we watch
Bobby’s story unfold, we’ll have the chance to ask: What happens when we feel
like what we are doing is never enough? And where do we find our identity
and worth in God? Come enjoy a great movie, spend time together, and
discover where we can find God in the stories we watch on the big screen. All
are welcome!

August 2026 Financials:

BUDGETED
General Fund $154,750.00
INCOME
General Fund $152,408.51
Mission $74,756.96
Sunday School YTD $867.98
Readiness Fund YTD  $120,694.17
August 2026 Attendance:
WEEK WKND WKLY
August 1/2 56 984 1040
August 8/9 59 1152 1211
August 15/16 67 1041 1108
August 22/23 62 1115 1177
August 29/30 48 1047 1095
2026 average 1068 1126
2025 average 1006 1066

In-Kind Donations
Barnabas Community

Please bring all items for
Barnabas to the outdoor
collection bins by the garage
nearest the 70* Street parking lot
entrance or to the Free Store at
931 Saunders Ave during store
hours:

Tuesdays: 8:30am-3pm

Thursdays: 9am-noon, 6-8pm
Saturdays: 10am-2pm

Cash donations are always welcome
and needed to meet immediate needs.

Mission: We are a community of Christ’s faithful followers, who have been called by God to love deeply, grow spiritually and share abundantly!
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Sheridan offers educational programs
for children and adults. For a full

listing of programs, visit us online at
sheridanlutheran.org or call the church

office.

Ongoing Adult Studies
& Care Groups

- Sunday Adult Bible Study
Sundays; 10am; Conference Room
Led by Julie Johnson, Cindy Swanson
& Samantha McBride.
- Parkinson's Disease Support Group
4t Sundays; 2pm; Great Room
Led by Sally Neville & Joyce Starr.
- Companions on the Journey
3 Mondays; 6:30pm; Room 316
Led by Kathy Paisley & Anne Kubr.
» Men's Cancer Support Group
2" Mondays; 6:30pm; Room 646 & Zoom
Facilitated by Don Belau.
« Sheridan Quilters
1+t & 3 Tuesdays; 9am; Outreach Center
Led by Mickey Tuttle.
- Moms of Grace
2n & 4th Tuesdays; 7pm; Room 646
Facilitated by Logan Spilker.
» Heaven Study
Thursdays; 9:30am; Zoom
Facilitated by Kathy Paisley.
- GriefShare
Thursdays; 6:30-8:30pm; Zoom
Facilitated by Carol Petersen.
- Theology Roundtable
It Thursdays; 12:15pm; Offsite
Led by Phil Euler & Carol Rustad.
- Saturday Men'’s Bible Study
2" & 4t Saturdays; 7:30am; Room 522
Facilitated by Wes Oestreich.

Digital Safety Presentations

Smart Gen Society: Lutheran Family Services

Learn practical tips for safer, healthier technology use. This engaging
presentation equips children, youth, parents, caregivers, and adults
with strategies to help children thrive in today's digital world. These
presentations will replace regular faith formation.

»  Youth (grades 6-12) & Adults: Wed., Oct. 21; 6:30-7:30pm
+  Children (grades K-5) with Caring Adults: Sun., Nov. 1; 10-11am

Risky ROBLOX & Online Dangers
Wed., Oct. 28; 6:30pm; Outreach Center

Learn about the risks of social media, online gaming, and other
digital spaces with Investigative Sergeant Lincoln Morehouse. This class
is for parents, guardians, grandparents, and all concerned adults.

NAMI: Family Support Group
3 Tuesdays; 5:30pm; Outreach Center
NAMI (National Alliance on Mental
Illness) is a free, confidential, and
safe space is for families supporting
a loved one with mental health
challenges.

Wednesday Women's Bible
Study: Jesus & Women
Wednesdays; 9:30am; Room 646

Facilitated by Cheryl Stubbendieck

Jesus continually reached out to those
on the margins, including women.
EXPLORE JESUS AND WOMEN: IN THE
FIRsT CENTURY AND Now by Kristi
McLelland. This video study explores
Jesus, the women of His time, and
lessons from their faith practices.

Never Enough Adult Class
Wednesdays through Oct. 7; 6:30pm;
Outreach Center

Does it feel like it’s never enough?
Our worth comes not from

accomplishments, but from our
identity in Christ. This class explores
the NEVER ENOUGH worship series
and what it means to live the way of
faith. Led by Pastor Greg and Callista
Grover.

Mattering for Young Families
Wednesdays through Oct. 14; 6:30pm;
Room 646

Help your child build self-worth

and purpose beyond achievement.
Inspired by NEVER ENOUGH, this class
equips parents of children in grade

5 and younger with practical tools to
anchor their kids in their identity as a
child of God. Led by Julie Hestermann.

Sheridan Cardmakers

Sat., Oct. 17; 2pm; Room 646

RSVP: sheridanlutheran.org/next

Craft handmade greeting cards for our
Care Ministry and your personal use.
Come create, learn new techniques,
and make friends. Beginners welcome!
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Family Event: Trunk or Treat

—————

Sun., Oct. 25; 3-4:30pm; Great Hall

Join the fun by dressing up in costumes as kids visit stations inside for Trunk
or Treat—invite friends and neighbors! Bring shelf-stable items (granola bars,
apple sauce, fruit or pudding cups, snack cracker packs) to donate to Barnabas
Community for their sack lunch program. See page 6 for more information about
how you can help with Barnabas Trunk or Treat.

HAVE THE GIFT OF HOSPITALITY?

Decorate the table in a fun theme and hand out candy to 400-500 costumed
children. Table RSVP: sheridanlutheran.org/trunk-or-treat

DONATE CANDY: sheridanlutheran.org/trunk-or-treat

Don't wish to join us that afternoon? Donations of bagged candy are needed
to help replenish candy supplies of the decorated tables. Donations can be
dropped off at the church office by Sunday morning, Oct. 25.

Children's Faith Formation

Please register so that we can adequately

prepare for classes.

sheridanlutheran.org/next

Sunday Children's Ministry; 10am

* Classes for children 3 years old by July
31 & potty trained—grade 5

Wednesday Children's Ministry;

6:30pm

« Toddler Music Class (18 mo—age 3 +
adult)
Families spend 30 minutes singing
songs, learning finger rhymes,
and engaging in age-appropriate
instrument activities.

» PreK & K Classes

» Grades 1 -5 Classes

» WAM: Worship & Music (grades 1 —5)
Students rotate through music
stations of vocals, drums,
boomwhackers and bells. This choir
occasionally leads worship.

Children's Christmas Program
Registration

Register by Oct. 28: sheridanlutheran.org/
christmasprogram

This Advent, children ages 3 through
grade 5 are invited to share their gifts
of music and storytelling on Sunday,
Dec. 13. Rehearsals start Nov. 1.
Grades 1-5 practice Sundays at 11am
or Wednesdays at 6:30pm. Preschool
and kindergarten rehearse in
classrooms on Sundays at 10am and
Wednesdays at 6:30pm, with optional
Wednesday classes on Dec. 2 & 9.

First Communion Class

Sun., Oct. 25; 8:45-9:45am; Room 113
RSVP: sheridanlutheran.org/next
Children in grade 4 and younger,
who are ready to receive the
sacrament of Holy Communion, are
invited to attend this class.

Middle School Youth Events
Info: sheridanlutheran.org/MSYG
« GRADE 7 CONFIRMATION RETREAT
Sun., Oct. 4; 1-4pm; Worship Center
« MIDDLE ScHooL YOUTH GROUP
2" Sundays; begins Oct. 11; 11:15am
« FIRST COMMUNION
Sun., Oct. 25; 8:45-9:45am; Room 646

High School Youth Events
Info: sheridanlutheran.org/HSYG
«HIGH ScHooL YouTH GRouUP
Sundays; 11:15am; Room 522
Wednesdays; 6:30pm; Great Room
« COFFEE HOURS
Mon., Oct. 19; 2:30pm; Scooters (84t &
Van Dorn)

2027 Youth Mission Trip

Info Meeting: Sun., Sept. 27; 12:30pm OR
Wed., Sept. 30; 6:30pm; Great Room
Register: sheridanlutheran.org/ymt
Parents, come learn more about our
upcoming trip to Michigan, June
19-26, 2027. Youth currently in grades
8-12 will experience a week of service,
learning, faith formation, outdoor
adventure, worship, fellowship

and fun. Scholarships are available.
Registration opens Oct. 1. Contact
Cambry Waddell with any questions.

Upcoming Faith Stepping
Stones Workshops
Register: sheridanlutheran.org/fss
Bible-based activities that nurture
faith in everyday life. Children may
participate even if they missed a
previous workshop.
 Grade 1 - Lord's Prayer
Sun., Sept. 27; 9-11am; Great Room
The Lord’s Prayer is very special,
because Jesus specifically taught
us to pray it. In this class, you will
learn about the meaning of prayer.
» Grade 5 - Holy Communion
Sun., Oct. 25; 8-10am; Great Room
You see adults participating in
Communion in worship. This
Stepping Stone will prepare you to
receive this sacramental gift.

Mission: We are a community of Christ’s faithful followers, who have been called by God to love deeply, grow spiritually and share abundantly!
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Lutheran World Relief: Kit Assembly Night

Wed., Oct. 14; 6:30-7:30pm; Family Life Center

Info: s.ruch@sheridanlutheran.org

Join us for a night of being the hands and feet of Jesus! We will assemble
School and Personal Care Kits for Lutheran World Relief with items that
have been donated. Come early to enjoy our Wednesdays @ the Well

activities (dinner served from 5-6pm and worship at 6pm), and stay for a

time of service after!

Thank You for Your Generosity
Thank you to all who generously
shared their time and talents during
our Community Night in September!
35,000 meals were assembled by our
community. Heartland Kids Against
Hunger will distribute these to food
pantries and needed areas within
Nebraska throughout the next few
months.

Donation Bins & Noisy
Offering

Info: s.ruch@sheridanlutheran.org

In October, we will support CEDARS
Youth Services by collecting Hygiene
Items for teenagers in our Donation
Bins at doors 1, 2, and 4. The most
needed items are currently Body
Wash, Deodorant, Lotion, and Hand
Sanitizer. October’s Noisy Offering
and Connection Cafe Tips will also
support CEDARS. Thank you for
your generosity!

Quilt Display & Blessing

Wed., Oct. 21 & Sun., Oct. 25

Sheridan’s Quilting Ministry has
been going strong throughout the
year! Quilts will be given to Lutheran
World Relief for disaster relief efforts
throughout the world as well as in
our nation. Check out their beautiful
creations that will be displayed in the
Worship Center.

Host a Trunk

Info: sheridanlutheran.org/next
Families and individuals are invited
to host a decorated trunk, bring
candy or prizes, and help create a fun,
welcoming Halloween celebration for
our community.
* SHERIDAN LUTHERAN CHURCH

Sun., Oct. 25; 3-5pm
+ BARNABAS COMMUNITY

Thurs., Oct. 29; 6-7pm

Barnabas Community
Donations

The Meal Ministry at Barnabas
Community needs your help!
Donations of individual-serving fruit
cups, and granola bars are needed.
Super Saver and Sam’s Club gift
cards are also a great way to give.
Place donations on the gray table in
the hallway outside the office. Gift
cards may be brought to the church
office.

Tanzania Vision Trip 2027

Info: sheridanlutheran.org/tz-2027

Have you supported Sheridan’s
partnership ministries in Tanzania, or
are you considering doing so? Do you
want to experience a place where the
Church is alive, exuberant, central to
community and family, and thriving?
This trip offers an opportunity to see
Sheridan’s long-standing partnerships
in Mudio and Karansi parishes, learn
about our transformational educational
support of students, and experience
the beauty of the Mt. Kilimanjaro
region of northeastern Tanzania. Be
inspired by the people of Tanzania and
our partnerships through the Nebraska
Synod TZ Vision Trip, Jan. 29-Feb.

15, 2027, led by Sheridan member Dr.
Ronnie Green.

Volunteer Opportunities
+Writers Needed

Info: a.wagner@sheridanlutheran.org
We are looking to expand our writing
team for our weekly devotion. If you
have gifts in writing and can commit
to writing once every 8 weeks or so, we
would love to have you on the team.
«Worship Tech

Info: j.dill@sheridanlutheran.org
Worship tech volunteers are needed
for all areas, especially camera and
soundboard operators! Open to high
schoolers and adults. Training is
provided at your own pace.
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of name for her newborn creates three
alternative timelines and how each
choice creates a different version of

Middle and High School Event: Roca Scary Farm

Sun., Oct. 18; 5pm; Roca Scary Farm (Campfire #11 & #12)

Discounted group rate: $27.95

Register & Pay by Oct. 16: sheridanlutheran.org/next

All middle and high school youth are invited to join us as we visit Roca
Scary Farm for an evening of fun, fellowship and frights! Hot dogs, s'mores,
chips, pop and hot chocolate will be provided at the campfire. Contact
Cambry if your child needs a scholarship. All should state they are with
Sheridan Lutheran Church at the admissions window to receive their pre-

registered ticket.

SOLOS in October

Single Older Ladies Of Sheridan

Fri., Oct. 9; Deer Springs Winery; $16
RSVP: k.paisley@sheridanlutheran.org
There are still tickets available for a

Harvest Vineyard Hay Ride at Deer
Springs Winery. Hay rides are $16 per
person. Purchase your ticket soon to
assure your space. We will carpool
from church, leaving at 6:15pm. Email
Kathy Paisley to RSVP for ticket link.

Holy Yoga Fall Session

Sun., Oct. 11 & 25; 4-5pm; Room 316
Childcare: sheridanlutheran.org/holy-yoga
All are welcome to this faith-based
yoga class led by Wendy Samson,
featuring scripture from weekend
worship. Bring a water bottle, mat, and
block; extras available. Childcare is
available with RSVP by prior Sunday.

Anchor Point Adult Fellowship:
Saro Cider & Live Music

Fri., Oct. 23; 6-8pm; Saro Cider (1746 N St.)
Childcare: sheridanlutheran.org/next
Drop the kids off at Sheridan, then
head to Saro Cider’s Taproom for a
night out to relax and enjoy one of

Lincoln’s best spots to unwind. Invite
your friends! Anchor Point Adult
Fellowship is a new group for younger
and middle-aged adults, single and
partnered, who are looking to connect
monthly with faithful friends during
some of the busiest years of life.
Childcare is available with advance
notice. RSVP by Oct. 16. Drinks and
snacks are available for purchase. Led
by Drew Mischnick.

First Steps to Baptism

Sun., Oct. 18; 11:15am; Conference Room
RSVP: k.paisley@sheridanlutheran.org

To help prepare for this special time,
parents are asked to attend this class
that teaches about the Sacrament

of Holy Baptism, gives you an
opportunity to meet others and offers
encouragement for you as Christian
parents.

Women's Book Discussion

Wed., Nov. 18; 6:30pm; Conference Room
THE NAMES has been selected as the next
book for our discussion this fall. This
thought provoking novel by Florence
Knapp explores how a woman'’s choice

the family’s life. Books available in
OneSent.

Youth Worship Arts

Info: sheridanlutheran.org/worshiparts

Youth grades 6-12 are invited to

participate in Wednesdays @ the

Well worship arts, including Praise

Team (vocal & instrumental), tech,

drama, dance and worship leaders

(Scripture reader & Apostles' Creed

leader).

® Praise Team: Molly Schmit
m.schmit@sheridanlutheran.org

e Tech Team: Jacob Dill
j.dill@sheridanlutheran.org

¢ Dance Ministry: Emily Fullerton
sheridanlutheran.org/youthserve

¢ Drama Ministry & Worship
Leaders: Diane Dames
d.dames@sheridanlutheran.org

Wednesdays @ the Well
Cook Needed

Info: awagner@sheridanlutheran.org
We are hiring a part-time cook to
plan, prepare and manage our
weekly Wednesdays @ the Well
meals through April. Must have
previous food service experience and
Wednesday afternoon and evening
availability.

Mid-Week Math Tutoring
Wednesdays; 5-6pm; Room 356

This is a drop-in homework time
for students in grades 6-12, before
Wednesdays @ the Well. This time is
led by math teachers.

Visit Connections Café
Sundays; 9:30-11:30am

Wednesdays; 6:30-7:45pm

Come and enjoy a coffee beverage
or fruit smoothie. A portion of the
proceeds + tips go to benefit our
wonderful mission partners.

Mission: We are a community of Christ’s faithful followers, who have been called by God to love deeply, grow spiritually and share abundantly!
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Contact us:

Phone: 402-423-4769

Email: info@sheridanlutheran.org
Website: sheridanlutheran.org

Church Leadership:

For a complete staff and council
listing, please visit our website at
sheridanlutheran.org.

2026 EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
President: Arlis Plummer

Vice President: Derrick Niederklein
At Large: Randy Hawthorne

At Large: Kathy Fleming
Secretary: Diane Waters
Treasurer: Jennie Scheel

LEADERSHIP STAFF
Senior Pastor: Greg Bouvier
Associate Pastor: Michelle Oetken
Associate Pastor: Sarah Ruch
Pastoral Care Associate:

Callista Grover
Director of Faith Formation:

Julie Hestermann
Director of Business & Finance:

Micah Palmer
Director of Worship Arts:

Molly Schmit
Director of Ministries: Amy Wagner

Connect with us:
SHERIDAN’S SOCIAL MEDIA

ﬁ fb.com/sheridanluthink
@sheridanluthLNK
r:?:l @sheridanluthLNK

° Sheridan Lutheran Church

{@- sheridanlutheran.org/podcast

Find sermons online:
sheridanlutheran.org/sermons

Publication Submissions
Bulletin submissions are

due each Tuesday at 5pm to
Amy Wagner at a.wagner@
sheridanlutheran.org.

Scroll deadline is the first Monday
of the month at 5pm. Please email
submissions to Amy Wagner at
a.wagner@sheridanlutheran.org.

The State of the Church

By Senior Pastor Greg Bouvier

When I was called as Senior Pastor fifteen years ago, I began writing an
annual letter. My intent was to give insights into where Sheridan’s ministry is
and where 1 hoped we might go together. I keep writing it each year because of
the positive feedback I receive.

"Come to me, all you who are weary and
are carrying heavy burdens, and I will
give you rest.”

~Matthew 11:28

“It is easy to be good when it is easy. It is hard to be good when it is hard.”
These words were commonly shared by me to my kids when they were young.
Let’s face it, childhood is fraught with temptation, and I wanted to give them a
mantra to remember when they were trying to discern right from wrong. We all
know, when we stay on track, it is easier to keep on track. When we go off the
rails, it is hard to get back on track.

I have come to know the impact of these words not just on one’s personal
behavior or willpower, but also about the circumstances of life. Sometimes
life comes down hard, and in those pressurized moments, we can act out and
become our own worst enemies.

So in this annual update, I usually try to summarize how the previous
year went for the congregation. With humility I admit to you, it was a very
challenging year. I was challenged because of situations within our staff, mostly
health issues, that were unforeseeable and which were and are painful. I was
challenged by the deaths of several prominent congregation members, with
whom I shared a special bond. I am generally not one who likes to admit such
things, but 2026 has been a tough year, especially for those close to me for
whom I deeply care.

But here is the amazing grace... we’ve done well and good as a congregation!
Even when it has not been easy, we have done good! My guess is that many
who read this will likely be unaware, or marginally aware, of the hardships
endured. My friends, I am immensely proud of this!

My pride in 2026 has been with our staff. You know... the ones who make
sure most of the work gets done around here. They have risen to the occasion,
worked through hardship and generally continued to be the best version of
themselves. As one who has been here through it all, I can say that I have the
best seat in the house, as I get to watch amazing people be so good, even when it
is hard being good.

So, please keep our staff and our congregation in your prayers. Finding
a fourth pastor is imperative, as we really need the support. Please pray for
healing for those who are sick and peace for those who are troubled. Pray that
the frenetic, unpredictable and harried cultural pace will wane, and that those of
us who seek depth and peace will become the majority of voices in our society.
Pray that the church may continue to be an outpost of Christian love.

I remain blessed to serve and humbled to lead at Sheridan. Thank you for
your generosity, for the love you have for our community, and for how much
you care. "It is easy to be good when it is easy"... I am grateful and proud that
we are so very good in tough times, as well.
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